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Celebration or Mayhem???!!//? 

This time of year should be filled with joy, excitement and grace…a time of celebration of All Saints, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

Yet it turns into a time of Mayhem, where we struggle to create excitement for decorating, interactions, gifts and feed-
ing frenzy. 

It’s pretty crazy in the last week of October to start with a migraine, struggling to plan all the festivities for the next two 
months for work, family, church, friends! 

That’s exactly how I felt this week when I saw the schedule of all that needed to be done for church, family, friends, 
and that doesn’t count health and other plans. 

The older we get the more appointments it takes to keep the body working in the right direction; schedule some exer-
cise in there some place also. 

With all of  this is on the plate, it is hard to focus, find clarity in what is first, second; what is the most important and 
what should be let go. 

Finally, the whole body breaks down…and maybe it is time to bring it to God.  But how strong the ego hangs on, think-
ing we have to figure it out ourselves. 

First thing I do is use that acronym SPILL, Silence, Prayer, Inhale God’s presence, Let go of all that I am hanging onto, 
and lastly, LISTEN to God.  Shut Up! 

God seemed to guide me to making a list of all that needed to be done….migraine started to subside.  Then figure out 
who can do some of the things on the list, beside YOU.  Amazing, how asking someone else to take the lead in some 
project…begins to lesson the load.  Then give another project away.  Write down the things that need to be done  in 
sequence so you can put one foot in front of another….to get through it all.  This is just the beginning.  Now to let God 
take the lead everyday; God is in charge, not the self, not the ego, but ALL of this is God’s Deal. 

In 1 Samuel 16, the first King Saul of the Israelites felt an evil spirt come upon him, tormenting him and he asked for 
someone to play to soothe his frazzled nerves. Saul was told of David who was skillful playing the lyre.  So every time 
the spirit came upon him, David would play.  David was filled with the Spirit of the Lord and shared his great faith.  In 
Psalm 1, he sang 1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow evil men’s advice, who do not hang around with sinners, 
scoffing at the things of God. 2 But they delight in doing everything God wants them to, and day and night are always 
meditating on his laws and thinking about ways to follow him more closely.   

Psalm 2:  3 They are like trees along a riverbank bearing luscious fruit each season without fail. Their leaves shall never 
wither, and all they do shall prosper. 

10 So, kings, be wise. Listen, you rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear, and be full of joy as you shake in 
fear. 12 Kiss the Son. Be afraid that He may be angry and destroy you in the way. For His anger is quick. Happy are all 
who put their trust in Him. 

So not only do we have to bring all our burdens to the Lord, but we must be wise and Listen.  And we will be happy if 
we put our trust in the Lord.  I have to admit us human creatures do not like to give up control easily but rather take it 
back often.  Learning that the Lord is waiting and wanting us to give up all of the stuff enables us to live a healthier, 
grace filled life.  Not easy but daily, giving our trust to the Lord, let go and let God lead the way.  Take it from Saul, the 
burden is heavy but listen to the  Psalm of David…Happy are all who put their in the Lord. 
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The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan. 
The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your donation as 
a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for your 
consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.  

PLEASE SIGN UP TO SPONSOR OUR MISSIONARIES. 
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November and December Sponsors 
Paul and Suzanne Grille 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS! 

Ashleigh Simmerman 

Brynna Cox 

Hunter Carlson 

                          WELCA News:                                                                                                    
The Meatball Dinner was an overwhelm-
ing success.  About 100 meals were gone 
in just over an hour and free pie was giv-
en after that.  A BIG THANK YOU to all 
who participated in anyway.  There were 
20-plus people involved!  Over $1,000 
was raised for Children’s Ministries.          

NORTHWOODS HOMELESS SHELTER 
CHILI FEED  Saturday November 20 4:30-6:30pm 
Drive thru Event 
Free Will Offering   
St. Jospeh Catholic Church 
1050 Keller Ave. N., Amery 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Thank you everyone for your donations to Lutheran 
World Relief for Kits.   And another BIG thank you to 
those who helped packed LWR kits. So far, we 
packed 8 baby care kits, 20 personal care kits, 113 
school kits, more than 30 quilts.    We continue to 
collect the needed items.  Items for kits can be left 
in basket in church entry.   Any and all donations are 
appreciated.  THANK YOU. 

LOCAL FOOD SHELVES 

Any food items are always appreciated.  Needed items:  
Peanut Butter, Tuna Fish, Juice.  53 Items weighing 44 
lbs. was delivered to Loaves and Fishes on 10/21/21.  
Thank you for your donations. 

All Saints  (November 7, 9:30 service) 
This last year and more has left us 
without celebrating the lives of so 
many people.  On November 7th, we 
will have All Saints Sunday.  It will be 
a time we to lift up the memory of 
family and friends that time and space 
has not allowed.  We will have a list-
ing of all those who we want to cele-
brate with the bulletin then and light 
a candle to remember, grieve and cel-
ebrate their lives.  Call the office, send 
a note and even include the obituary 
if you want one included to list and 
light a candle for those we have lost 
and loved. 

Thanksgiving Service (November 23, 6:30) 
Tradition wins out; Tuesday Service of Grati-
tude and fellowship on November 23rd to rec-
ognize the importance of Thanksgiving and 
connecting with God.  Join us for a relaxed 
service at 6:30 where we will share in Grati-
tude to God for all that we have.  And we 
probably will have a little fellowship follow-
ing; I prefer pie and any little ‘sniglet’ 
of goodies would do to share in this 
time of gratitude. 
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Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Acceptance and Community:                                                                                                                                                                               

· North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to the community at 
large.  

· Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)  

· Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event) 

· Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year. 

· Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open. 

· Coffee Hour, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing. 
Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time 

Faith:  

· North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well as providing options 
for learning/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.  

· Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contemporary music bring to 
service.  Worship Committee to continue planning.  

Willingness/Teamwork: 

· As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encouraging all to participate 
in programs, training and services.  

· Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning.  Recruit kids to bring their parents 
along. 

Generosity:  

· As a country church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with financial means and 
donations of time, talent and supplies.  

· Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with. 

Advent  (November 28th, 9:30 begins the 4 week celebration) 
Advent is the 4 weeks Sundays before Christmas when we prepare spiritually the coming of 
the birth of Christ.  It is a time to reconnect, build and seek gratitude for what this means in 
our lives.  We focus on the wonder of the Lord's Incarnation or becoming a man. At this time 
we welcome new baptized and receive new members into the faith, and so the early church 
instituted a 40-day period of fasting and repentance.  Well, we don’t do much fasting any 
more but rather enjoy and celebrate the whole month long.  And we have Advent calendars 
and devotion books for the family kiddo bags and for all members who would like to open a 
new window each day and read scripture that will help you connect with God.  Read the de-
votion and take time to meditate, seeking a special attitude of gratitude and joy…for the Lord 
came down…to save, love and forgive us each and everyday.   
 
Family Bags:  WE will be sending home the Advent Calendars to all the families along with 
Barn Yard stickers with coloring books, and The Story, a book of Jesus stories.  In reading 
these stories, the children will learn about Jesus and His love for us.  They will hear their par-
ents sharing their faith and hope, and hear about the true meaning of Christmas.  And of 
course we need to have a few Christmas’ crafts (just like Sunday School) and maybe a treat or 
two.  Look for the bags by Nov 28th. 



From the Parish Nurse 

Quilt Raffle – Dec 2021 

The North Valley Church Women (W/ELCA) will again be raffling off a beauti-
ful quilt (Up North 74” X 96”) made by Gwen Morrissette on December 19.  
In addition to the quilt, other prizes are an 18” doll with wardrobe created by 
Sue Saarem, and a $50 gift certificate for Daefflers Quality Meats. 

     The raffle is an important money maker for W/ELCA especially again in 
this year where public gatherings to sell the tickets is limited. So, your help is 
especially important. The tickets continue to be $1 each or 6 tickets for 
$5.00.  Please consider selling them to friends and relatives.  Return your 
stubs and money by December 19 to the envelope in the W/ELCA mailbox at 
church.  If you need more tickets, they are available from Jan Kruse or at 
church.   Tickets will be available early October. 

     Remember that W/ELCA helps the church in many ways.  They have been 
financially assisting any youth going to church youth destinations and activi-
ties.  W/ELCA also provides kitchen supplies, serves for funerals, and other 
church events, coordinates and provides funds for many things the church 
does, and makes donations to nonprofit local community organizations. 
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Let’s Celebrate… 

 

 

 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

11/01/2015 Luella Melin 

11/03/2013 Brady Heilig 

11/06/1955 Myrna Anderson 

11/06/2016 Corbin Kruse 

11/07/1993 Jessica Jaskolka 

11/07/1999 Wyatt Kuenkel 

11/09/2019 Henry Christensen 

11/14/1999 Austin Erickson 

11/15/2009 Caleb Larson 

11/17/1946 Suzanne Grill 

11/18/1946 Lyle Hopkins 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

11/01 Paige Miller 

11/04 Oaklynn Olson 

11/05 Isaiah Morales 

11/06 Kyle Kletschka 

11/07 Carole Gallatin 

11/09 Lilly Root 

11/10 Amanda Wagner 

11/11 Brexlie Kletschka 

11/13 Eli Baerg 

11/16 Amelia Broome                                                        

11/16 Amelia McKinney 

11/17 Laif Bever 

11/18 Hannah Wagner 

11/21 Cheri Chappelear 

11/24 Karen Peper 

11/27 Tim Erickson 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
11/08/2014  Randi & Nate Fisk 
 
11/06/1965 Bev & Lyle Hopkins 
 
11/06/1965 Lyle & Bev Hopkins 
 
11/12/1965 Randall & Glenda Krueger 

We have been praying for... 

Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Susie Fisk,  Randall Krueger, 
Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Ped-
erson, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s part-
ner), Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wag-
ner’s nephew), Rhonda Krueger & Rebecca Kalstad (Randall & Glenda Krue-
ger’s daughter & granddaughter), Carolyn Nelson (Tristan Divine’s mother), 
Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson) 

Continued Healing: Scott Divine, Bev Hopkins, Anita Johnson, Carleen Ma-
tosky, Marilynn Nehring  

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps) 

Send words of encouragement: 
Sgt. Tyler Brooks    
1846 Darby Dr E5   
Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  
Home — Teddy Ditlefsen 
Comforts of Home — Lois Baldwin 

 

 

 

 

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

 

If you have any prayer 
requests, please con-
tact anyone on the 
list, giving them as 
little or as much infor-
mation as you wish. 
All info will be treated 
with respect and kept 
confidential. 
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Giving Tree  (November 28) 

As you know we must get started on the Giving Tree 
early so the gifts are distributed before Christmas.  
With Covid and with a (supposedly) gift shortage this 
year we think gift cards would be best. We can ask if 
they want them to provide suggestions for gifts and 
we get them but we would let the families know that 
if we can't find the gift, we will give gift cards.  So 
begin to think what you would like to do as the Giv-
ing Tree will go up Nov 28th…first Sunday in Advent.  
Other options is giving directly to the Good Samari-
tan fund which does pick up any difference of gift 
tags not covered. 

Global Christmas Drive Through   

(December 12, 3-4:30) 

It’s back!  The famous Christmas Drive through 
where we share the Christmas story with our neigh-
bors through a scenic drive through to hear and see 
the Christmas story.  We will have 7 stations: Poly-
nesian (the true flower children) , Indigenous 
(Alaskan and Penguin too), Scandinavian (where we 
sell our lefse), Latino (Pinata for the kiddos), African 
(drumming), Asian (Christ arises from the mud)…
and the Manger scene of the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Of course we will need a few carolers 
and some towns people to share in the love of the 
season.  Check your calendars, find a station, add 
some of your own costumes that maybe you have 
around the house.  WE just received a Hawaiian Mu-
mu and Japanese embroidered jacket.  It is just cool 
wearing the clothing and sharing how each popula-
tion shares in the Birth of Christ. Help us make our 
second year of sharing the Christmas Story a suc-
cess.  Sign up board is in the Fireside Room! 

THANKOFFERING SERVICE NOVEMBER 14TH  

When Women of the ELCA was formed in 1987, we committed to continue the tradi-
tion of giving in gratitude.  Each year thousands of congregations unite in giving their 
thank-offerings to support the live-changing ministries of the women of the ELCA.  
Together we can do so much more than we could ever do apart. 
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Home Church Bulletin (November 21) (Home 
church bulletin is an insert to this newsletter) 
Remember each year during Hunting, we find 
it easier to take church to the outdoors as we 
sit in the deer stand or….  Our prayer for all 
the Hunters: 
Lord, I thank You for the opportunity 
to go out on the hunt. I thank You for 
the time alone to think and reflect on 
life. I thank You for the time with hunt-
ing friends, enjoying good fellowship, 
good stories, meals and drinks. Thank 
You for the beauty seen during the 
hunt and for the game taken and 
shared. I thank You especially for a 
safe hunt for myself and for all the 
hunters who share the field.  Amen 

And for those who do not aspire to the deep 
woods, please take time to meditate and con-
nect with God.  You can make this an alone 
time or you may join a fellowship at the Fire-
side room at 9:30 on November 21st, where 
together you can lift up the Word of God, dis-
cuss what it means to you and have a cup of 
coffee together.  Continue to build your rela-
tionship with God in nature, at home or to-
gether.  God seeks and welcomes your time 
together. OUR FINANCIAL RE-

PORT 

Income for September—  
$8905.17 

Expenses for September- 
$10544.13   

—Al Arndt, Treasurer 



November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

1 

6:30  

Transition Mtg 

 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

6:30 Joint 
Mtg at 
Balsam Lake 

5 6 

7 

9:30am Worship  

 

 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

9:30am Worship 

 

WELCA  
Thankoffering Service 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

6:30 Joint 
Mtg at 
Cushing 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

HOME CHURCH 

DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

22 

 

23 

6:30pm 
Thanksgiving 
Service 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

9:30am Worship 

Blessing of the World 
Relief Kits 

Giving Tree 

ADVENT  SEASON 
BEGINS 

29 

 

30 
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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Worship 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay. 

Staff   

Pastor D. Sandahl 
Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 
Email: pastor@nvlch.org 
 
Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge  
9:00am-4:00pm Tuesdays 
  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.  

 

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor  Dorothy Sandahl  
651.442.6770 

Admin. Asst.  Laurene Edge  

Accompanist  Sue Saarem  

Parish Nurse  Suzanne Grill  

Custodian  Kristie Kuenkel  

  
Co-Presidents  Kristie Wagner  

Don Prose  

Vice President  Dan Livingston  

Secretary  Tricia Olson  

Treasurer  Al Arndt  

Other Council 
Members  

Charlie Christen-
sen  
Bev Hopkins  
Jeff Kruse  

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson  
Donna Berg  
Suzanne Grill  
Jan Kruse  

Youth Rep.   


