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Worship Schedule 

11:00am Worship All Sundays in June at North Valley. 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay. 

Staff   
Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge  
9:00am-4:00pm Mondays  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number changes. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Mondays before 11:00am.  

Pastoral Support:   Pastor Tamra Harder   715-501-3681 

 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastoral Support Tamra Harder  
 

Admin. Asst.  Laurene Edge  

Accompanist  Carol Medchill  

Parish Nurse  Suzanne Grill  

Custodian  Kristi Kuenkel

  
President  Don Prose  

Vice President Myron Olson  

Secretary  Bonita Leggitt  

Treasurer  Tom Tellijohn  

Other Council 
Members  

Joe Gronquist  
Joey Nelson  
Marilyn Nehring  
 
 

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson  
Donna Berg  
Suzanne Grill  
Tricia Olson  
Joey Nelson  

Youth Rep.   

A publicaƟon of North Valley Lutheran Church 

North Valley Message 
First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish 
1988 220th Ave. Centuria WI 54824   715-825-3559  office@nvlch.org  www.nvlch.org 

First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Ministry Corner 
June, 2025 

"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve" 
2 Corinthians 5:6-9 NLT 

6 So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in these bodies we are not at home with 
the Lord. 7 For we live by believing and not by seeing. 8 Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away 
from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are here in this body or 
away from this body, our goal is to please him (Christ).  
 
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
With all that is going on in the world at this time, we say “well that does not affect me here in Polk County, Wiscon-
sin,USA”. Yes it does! Because when we talk about these events with others whether family or friends or a person 
we meet on the street, we are trying to have them see your point of view and have them join you. And they are try-
ing to get you to join them. Many times all that happens is a wedge is driven in and someone or everyone walks 
away upset and cannot see how to overcome the differences. The Apostle Paul in the verses above as in all of his 
letters call us to build each other up! 
Events half a world away does affect us in many ways. How do we answer the question of our childern when they 
see these images on the television or their other electronic devices? Especially, when they see children their age/size 
in the middle of the destruction. Do we say thank God that’s not us and not to worry about it or do we sit down with 
them and listen to their concerns.  
 
When I write these Corners I look back at past Corners to see what we have done. When I looked back at the June 
2024 Corner  I was lead to reuse it after having a possible Pastoral Candidate that did not work out to remind us we 
are communities and as the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish a larger community working together. 
 
The distraction of the world in our daily lives rob us/taken away of our sense of Community not only of our Congre-
gations but also of the wider community.  In the April, 2024 Our Daily Bread Devotional feature article was about 
Community. It addresses some of our concerns and what we can do to bring that sense of Community back.  Read 
on. 
Building Community 
Emily's local church made some serious changes in their beliefs about what the Bible teaches, causing her to leave. 
Because of her deep disappointment and sadness, she decided to try a church where she thought she could go unno-
ticed. One Sunday, she anxiously entered the largest church in the area, hoping she could get in and out without any-
one speaking to her. But before the service began, people greeted her. And after the service, someone asked her if 
she'd like to attend a class to meet others. She declined. The following two weeks, she sat in different sections of the 
church and the same thing happened. God was graciously reminding her that being part of the body of Christ is 
about "one another" and not just "me." 
 
God's “one another” commands call us to have hearts of humility, love, kindness, and submission 
(EPHESIANS 5:21; 1 PETER 5:5). 
The only way to develop these qualities is to choose to interact with other believers. We learn to bear with each oth-
er, to forgive, and to accept others as Jesus has accepted us (COLOSSIONS 3:13; ROMANS 15:7). These heart atti-
tudes are possible with the help of the Spirit who lives in us. 
 
Here are five ways to build community: 
SERVE EACH OTHER 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others (1 PETER 4:10). 
“There are needs all around you. Ask God what you can do. Reach out. Share a meal, a card, a gift, your time. Mow 
a lawn, take someone to an appointment, use your God-given gifts. People will feel seen and cared for, and together 
you'll develop the community closeness we all seek. 
SERVE OTHERS TOGETHER 
Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (HEBREWS 10:24). 
 
 



“Think about what breaks God's heart and see where He's at work. Use your gifts and join others in accomplishing His 
will in the world. You'll have opportunity to think more about others and less about yourself and this will develop a 
camaraderie and closeness you might not otherwise know and experience. 
PRAY TOGETHER 
Carry each other's burdens (GALATIANS 6:2). Pray for each other (JAMES 5:16). 
"Bring your needs to God. Vulnerability and honesty build closer relationships and give you and others opportunity to 
trust Him together and to see Him work in your lives. 
SHARE TOGETHER 
Encourage one another daily,... so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness (HEBREWS 3:13). 
Build each other up (1THESSALONIANS 5:11). 
"Gather for discussion or Bible study. Fellowship around the person of Christ. Create a safe and trusted environment 
by allowing people to share authentically what they think. Challenge each other, share your stories, help each other 
grow. A group that includes a variety of ages brings broad experience and insights. 
RELAX TOGETHER 
Live in harmony with one another (ROMANS 12:16). 
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (1PETER 4:9). 
“Host others in your home for casual conversation and connection. Have fun! A game night, a dessert, a play. Jesus 
said, "Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (JOHN 13:35). How might you be more 
intentional about practicing how to love “one another” as you and your community show the world our loving God? 

Ann Cetas, Our Daily Bread writer 
It's likely we all believe that interacting in communities such as our neighborhood and local church is important. But 
how can we become more community-oriented and help each community thrive? This topic was addressed in the 
above feature article and the devotions for April 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2024. Used with permission. 
 
Our Daily Bread and Christ in Our Home Devotionals are available in all three Churches make sure you pick them up. 
 
Worship:  
We just completed our 2024-25 Faith Education Journey with 4 Confirm ants and the wrap-up of the Sunday School at 
both First and North Valley. Stay tuned for Summer Youth Events. 
 
Parish Worship June 29th 9:30am at First will be led by The Good Neighbors Ukulele Circle from Joy Luther-
an in Brenholt Park across the street from the Church (Inclement weather it will be in the Church). Join us for Wor-
ship and Fellowship following. 
 
Please continue pray for wisdom and guidance for your Worship Team and Congregation Councils and the Parish 
Council as we work to strengthen and improve the Ministry of the First Faith Lutheran Parish and Call a Pastor to 
Shepherd us on this Faith Journey. 
 
Worship Times for June  
8am Faith, 9:30am First and 11am North Valley 
 
Worship Times change for July- August-September 
8am North Valley, 9:30am Faith  and 11am First  
 
In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE 
and Light of Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.  
  
Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ, 
Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2025       
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
               
1 

8:00 Faith 
9:30 First 
11:00  North Valley 
Pastor Peter 
Communion 

2 

Office hrs 9-4 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

4 

9am QuilƟng 

1pm Choir PracƟce 

5 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

8:00 Faith 
9:30 First 
11:00  North VAlley 
Leader:  Julie Dunn 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:00 Council MeeƟng 
 

 9 

Office hrs 9-4 

 
 

10 

 

 

 

 

11 

9am QuilƟng 

1pm Choir PracƟce 
 
 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15                      

8:00 Faith 
9:30 First 
11:00  North Valley 
Pastor Peter 
Communion 
Father’s Day 
9:30 Sunday School 
4pm NVLC & First 
doing worship service 
at Pioneer Home 

16 

Office hrs 9-4 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

9am QuilƟng 

2pm Choir Singing at 
the Taylor’s Falls 
Lodge 
 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

22                     

8:00 Faith 
9:30 First 
11:00  North Valley 
Leder:  Julie Dunn 
9:30 Sunday School 

23 

Office hrs 9-4 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

24 

 

 

25 

9am QuilƟng 

1:30pm Choir Singing 
at United Pioneer 
Home 
 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
 
9:30 First 
Combined Worship 
Pastor Peter 
9:30 Sunday School 
 

 
 

30 

Office hrs 9-4 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Kuenkel, Wyatt         06/05/1999 
Goulet, Dan            06/06/1945 
Frank, Bennett         06/08/2020 
Nelson, Joey           06/11/1947 
Fletcher, Anne         06/11/1967 
McIntyre, Belle        06/16/2009 
Hallgren-Draves, Piper06/16/2016 
Cox, Noah               06/17/2008 
Lundquist, Mary        06/17/1936 
Peper, Greg            06/20/1964 
Sloper, Lori             06/20/1960 
Simmerman, Madison 06/21/2004 
Gronquist, Joseph      06/22/1988 
Livingston, Josephine 06/23/2019 
Blomgren, Elverna      06/25/1930 
Kruse, Jeff               06/25/1964 
Rue, Dale                06/25/1956 

   
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marilynn Nehring,Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Kevin Jensen (Heidi Sim-
merman’s brother), Carol Medchill, Linda Goulet 
 

Continued Healing: Sharon Johnson, Matt Kludt, Amelia McKinney 
 
Send words of encouragement: 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Dana Tellijohn, Grace Odberg, 
Homebound: Charles & Cari Mayo, Carol Bengtson, Mary Lundquist, Elverna Blomgren 
 

 

 

 

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact any-
one on the list, giving them 
as little or as much infor-
mation as you wish. All info 
will be treated with respect 
and kept confidential. 
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Donna Berg 715-553-2038 

Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049 

Gwen Morrissette  715-781-3047 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Suzanne Grill        612-598-8197 

Bette Tooley         701-436-6010 

Joey Nelson          715 553-0262 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY 

Don Prose          06/11/1950 

Jason Lunde        06/11/1995 

De Olson           06/12/1988 

Jan Kruse          06/14/1944 

Krystal Livingston 06/19/1994 

Lila Gronquist     06/20/2020 

Todd Wagner        06/23/1974 

Ben Cox            06/26/1977 

Hunter Cox         06/26/2005 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Greg & Karen Peper  06/21/1986 

 

 

“Celebrate God’s Creation”  

 

 Pentecost June 8th “A New Creation” 

 

This is our theme for this month is “Celebrate God’s Creation”.  When we hear the word creation, we as Christians 
immediately think of the Creation story in the Bible in the book of Genesis chapters 1 and 2.  Genesis 1:1NRSV reads 
“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth”.  From there we read that on the first day God by his 
speaking created Light and the divided into Day and Night.  On the second day God by his speaking created the Sky.  
On the third day God by his speaking created the Earth and Seas and the plants.    On the fourth day God by his 
speaking created the sun, moon and the stars to tell the seasons, the days and the years.  On the fifth day God by his 
speaking created the fish of the sea and the birds of the air.  On the sixth day God by his speaking created the other 
animals of the earth and in Genesis 1:26a and 27 we read 26a“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, ac-
cording to our likeness; 27“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.”  And on the seventh day God by his blessing and sanctifying it created the Sabbath day or 
the day of Rest. 

 

When we think of the Creation story we think of our physical environment, the world around us.  We forget most of 
the time that the Greatest Creation is God’s relationship with us and our relationship with Him and one another.  
When he created Adam and talked with him, God seen that Adam did not find a suitable helper (relationship) from 
among the animals of creation.  So, we know that God made Eve from one Adam’s ribs and brought her to him and as 
we read in Genesis 2:23-24 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall 
be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.’  
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.  This was the 
beginning of human relationships.  We know that God continued to talk to Adam and Eve daily until they broke 
(sinned) the only Commandment that God had, not to eat of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden.  When 
they did eat it broke their relationship with God and brought the curse of death, but also broke their relationship with 
each other (the blame game).  But as we know God through the ages has always had his hand out to restore that bro-
ken relationship.  And that restoration is his son Jesus through his death and resurrection.  And forty days later during 
the Feast of Pentecost he sent the Holy Spirit the disciples to be their help and guide on their journey as well as ours. 
Just as God seeks to restore his relationship with each of us, we need to work on building up and strengthening our 
current relationship with God and one another as well as rebuilding our broken relationships with others. 

 

As Congregations and the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish we are to working to Call a new Pastor. The Councils 
have put together Committees to work in this process. The Parish Call Committee is asking you for your prayers. 
They have as I said last month work with a Candidate but did not find them a good fit. This is a new Creation mo-
ment for us so we need to be seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit through Prayer and contemplation.  

 

During the 24 weeks of the season of Pentecost we started with the color Red (Sunday June 8th) for the fiery tongues 
of that first Pentecost and then the color is Green for Growing.  This will be a time of growing New relationships and 
Rebuilding old ones.  As we continue to work together as Congregations and a Parish with Pastors Peter, Neal and 
Tamra looking to Call a new Pastor, we are building New relationships with our fellow workers for God’s Kingdom 
as well as Refreshing our current relationships with each other. 

 
In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the Hope 
and Light in Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”. 

  

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ, 

Steve Jensen 



 

Reminder:   The church service is available to watch on Facebook. By friending the 
North Valley Lutheran Church page, you will have access. We apologize for it not be-
ing smooth running but hope things are better now.  If you can’t come in person, give it 
a try.  We’re always trying to improve it.  In the event where it doesn’t air, you can see 
the service on the Faith Lutheran Church Balsam Lake site.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June, gardeners should focus on maintaining healthy plants and vibrant blooms. 
Here are some key tips to keep in mind: 
 
Watering: Regularly water your garden, especially if you're in a dry area. Avoid overwatering to 

prevent root rot.2 

Mulching: Incorporate mulch to retain soil moisture and reduce the need for frequent watering.2 

Pest Management: Be vigilant against pests like aphids and slugs. Use natural remedies or bene-
ficial insects to control them.2 

Soil Health: Test your soil regularly and add organic matter to enhance nutrient content.2 

Pruning: Prune your plants carefully to avoid stressing them. Use sharp, clean tools for precise 
cuts.2 

Fertilizing: Apply a balanced fertilizer to provide the necessary nutrients for healthy growth.2 

Lawn Care: If you have a lawn, raise the height of your mower by one inch to allow for better 
grass growth.4 By following these tips, gardeners can ensure their plants remain healthy and pro-
ductive throughout the summer months. 



 

 
 

 

 

MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION – JUNE 2025 

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan. 
The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in 
the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.      

 

MAY       JUNE 

05-04 – Lyle & Bev Hopkins   06-01 – Myron Olson 

05-11 – Lyle & Bev Hopkins   06-18 – Myron Olson 

05-18 – Lyle & Bev Hopkins   06-15 – Myron Olson 

05-25 – Don & Myrna Anderson   06-22 – Myron Olson 

       06-29 – Myron Olson 

  

LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD SHELF:  In April, 41 households were served – 72 Adults, 17 Children. Sixty volunteer hours. Do-
nations: Money $2,845. Weight of food coming in 2,524#, (Includes TEFAP, purchased food donations), Weight of food going out 
2.568#.  

 

Items needed: eggs, pasta, sugar, and macaroni.  

 

We can always use more volunteer workers. Please contact Pam Girtz 320-232-7541 email: girtzp@gmail.com or Gena Bugno 
nobug115@yahool.com.  

 
Quarter Bowl Offering 

The Quarter Bowl Offering for May was Prayer Shawl Ministry and for June is for the Salvation Army. 

 
LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP  

North Valley WELCA has updated the campership fee amount and will pay up to a maximum of $400 per person toward the reg-
istration fee. The Early Bird Discount was effective if registered by March 15, 2025, but there are other discounts as well. A code 
has been set up by Luther Point to eliminate the deposit fee while registering. Please contact Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049 or 
the church office for the code number. Luther Point Bible Camp brochures/registration forms are available or check them out 
online.  
 

 
 

 

 

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT  APRIL 2025 

 

BEGINNING BALANCE:    35,254.61 

CREDITS                                 5005.06 

DEBITS:                                  22606.38 

ENDING BALANCE:           17,653.79 

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now report-
ing monthly beginning and ending balances . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH—8:00AM 

FIRST CUSHING—9:30 

NORTH VALLEY—11:00 

 

 

  

June – Pastor Neal Off 

June 1 – Pastor Peter 

June 8 - Julie Dunn - Lay leader 

June 15 – Pastor Peter 

June 22 - Julie Dunn - Lay leader 

 
 

 
 
 
 
June 29th 9:30am at First Parish Worship will be led by The Good Neighbors Ukulele 
Circle from Joy Lutheran in Brenholt Park across the street from the Church (Inclement 
weather it will be in the Church). Join us for Worship and Fellowship following. 
 
 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 
2025 GRADUATES!! 

On May 18th, high school graduates were rec-
ognized and presented their graduation quilts. 

Back row:  Brynna Cox, Hunter Carlson, Jordan Olson, Kaden 
Hallgren Draves 

Front row:  Ashleigh Simmerman, Kaylee Olson 

 On May 4th, the following people were confirmed at North 
Valley Lutheran Church: 

Gabe Magnuson, Isaiah Morales, and Sianah Morales (in the 
order pictured below). 

Also on May 4th, Wren Fawkes Gronquist was baptized by Pastor Neal, 
while her family and Godparents looked on. 

Welcome to God’s family Wren! 


