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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Worship All Sundays in June at North Valley. 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay. 

Staff   
Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge  
9:00am-4:00pm Mondays  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number changes. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Tuesdays before 11:00am.  

Pastoral Support:   Pastor Tamra Harder   715-501-3681 

 

Staff & Church Council  

Pastoral Support Tamra Harder  
 

Admin. Asst.  Laurene Edge  

Accompanist  Carol Medchill  

Parish Nurse  Suzanne Grill  

Custodian  Kristie Kuenkel  

  
President  Kristie Wagner  

 

Vice President Charlie Christen-

Secretary  Bette Tooley  

Treasurer  Tom Tellijohn  

Other Council 
Members  

Jan Kruse  
Myron Olson  
Joey Nelson  
Don Prose  

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson  
Donna Berg  
Suzanne Grill  
Tricia Olson  
Marilyn Nehring  

Youth Rep.   

A publicaƟon of North Valley Lutheran Church 

North Valley Message 
First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish 
1988 220th Ave. Centuria WI 54824   715-825-3559  office@nvlch.org  www.nvlch.org 

First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Ministry Corner 
June, 2024 

"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve" 
 

1John 3:18 NLT
 

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our acƟons.  
 
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
One of the things we discussed at our April 28th Parish Council meeting Worship times, how is that affecting the attendance 
and giving of our members. How do we bring people back and how do we attract new people to Christ. Here are the minutes of 
our discussion;   
 Worship:  
Discussion of alternatives to having 3 in-person church services every Sunday. In Pastor Peter’s April newsletter article he in-
dicated a Saturday worship with 2 Sunday morning services. Joey asked about maybe 2 live Sunday services and one of them 
being streamed to the third church to include singing & praying with a group and communion. Cathy thinks that the more we 
change things, the more we lose continuity, and the greater chance we lose people. Liz mentioned a yearlong schedule rather 
than changing quarterly. Steve mentioned adjusting every 6 months. Sunday School has also been affected by the changes. Pas-
tor Dave suggested tying our service plan to Sunday School – how can we best serve both? Steve suggested that since we are at 
the end of the Sunday School and Confirmation seasons, it’s a good time to reflect on this past year and what would be best 
this fall. If we can get our youth programs moving forward, then our next step could be to match our worship schedule and 
adjust as necessary.  
We will form a youth commiƩee and have the youth commiƩee work with the worship commiƩee. TentaƟvely planning for a 
June 12, 2024 meeƟng.  
 
Pastor Dave reminded us that while the Budget is important our primary focus is to declare, teach and show God’s love for 
humanity by Jesus’s teachings and examples poinƟng to the finished work of the Cross. 
 
Covid along with other distracƟon of our daily lives have robbed us/taken away of our sense of Community not only of our 
CongregaƟons but also of the wider community.  In the April, 2024 Our Daily Bread DevoƟonal feature arƟcle was about 
Community. It addresses some of our concerns and what we can do to bring that sense of Community back.  Read on. 
 
Building Community 
Emily's local church made some serious changes in their beliefs about what the Bible teaches, causing her to leave. Because 
of her deep disappointment and sadness, she decided to try a church where she thought she could go unnoƟced. One Sun-
day, she anxiously entered the largest church in the area, hoping she could get in and out without anyone speaking to her. But 
before the service began, people greeted her. And aŌer the service, someone asked her if she'd like to aƩend a class to meet 
others. She declined. The following two weeks, she sat in different secƟons of the church and the same thing happened. God 
was graciously reminding her that being part of the body of Christ is about "one another" and not just "me." 
 
God's “one another” commands call us to have hearts of humility, love, kindness, and submission (EPHESIANS 5:21; 1 PE-
TER 5:5). 
The only way to develop these qualiƟes is to choose to interact with other believers. We learn to bear with each other, to for-
give, and to accept others as Jesus has accepted us (COLOSSIONS 3:13; ROMANS 15:7). These heart aƫtudes are possible 
with the help of the Spirit who lives in us. 
 
Here are five ways to build community: 
 
SERVE EACH OTHER 
Each of you should use whatever giŌ you have received to serve others (1 PETER 4:10). 



“There are needs all around you. Ask God what you can do. Reach out. Share a meal, a card, a gift, your time. Mow a 
lawn, take someone to an appointment, use your God-given gifts. People will feel seen and cared for, and together 
you'll develop the community closeness we all seek. 
SERVE OTHERS TOGETHER 
Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (HEBREWS 10:24). 
“Think about what breaks God's heart and see where He's at work. Use your gifts and join others in accomplishing His 
will in the world. You'll have opportunity to think more about others and less about yourself and this will develop a 
camaraderie and closeness you might not otherwise know and experience. 
PRAY TOGETHER 
Carry each other's burdens (GALATIANS 6:2). Pray for each other (JAMES 5:16). 
"Bring your needs to God. Vulnerability and honesty build closer relationships and give you and others opportunity to 
trust Him together and to see Him work in your lives. 
SHARE TOGETHER 
Encourage one another daily,... so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness (HEBREWS 3:13). 
Build each other up (1THESSALONIANS 5:11). 
"Gather for discussion or Bible study. Fellowship around the person of Christ. Create a safe and trusted environment 
by allowing people to share authentically what they think. Challenge each other, share your stories, help each other 
grow. A group that includes a variety of ages brings broad experience and insights. 
RELAX TOGETHER 
Live in harmony with one another (ROMANS 12:16). 
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (1PETER 4:9). 
“Host others in your home for casual conversation and connection. Have fun! A game night, a dessert, a play. Jesus 
said, "Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (JOHN 13:35). How might you be more 
intentional about practicing how to love “one another” as you and your community show the world our loving God? 

Ann Cetas, Our Daily Bread writer 
It's likely we all believe that interacting in communities such as our neighborhood and local church is important. But 
how can we become more community-oriented and help each community thrive? This topic was addressed in the 
above feature article and the devotions for April 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2024. Used with permission. 
 
Our Daily Bread and Christ in Our Home Devotionals are available in all three Churches make sure you pick them up. 
 
In other Parish business we are doing well financially and will continues our $1500.00 each commitment to the Parish 
account so that when we do get a Pastor we will have the ability to cover those expenses as well as paying Supply Pas-
tors until that time. 
 
Please continue pray for wisdom and guidance for your Worship Team and Congregation Councils and the Parish 
Council as we work to strengthen and improve the Ministry of the First Faith Lutheran Parish and Call a Pastor to 
Shepherd us on this Faith Journey. 
 
Worship Times for June  
8am First, 9:30am North Valley and 11am Faith  
 
Worship Times change for July- August-September 
8am Faith, 9:30am First  and 11am North Valley  
 
In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE 
in Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.  
 
Together in Our Eternal Hope, Jesus Christ, 
 Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP 
 

June 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9am Quilting  NV 

1pm Choir pracƟce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

8:00 First 
9:30 North Valley 
11:00  Faith 
Paster Dave Natzke 
Communion 
BP Check during 

3 

10am Bible 
Class @ NV  with 

Pastor Dave 

4 

 

5 

9am Quilting  NV 

Parish Choir singing at 
Willow Ridge Nursing 
Home 2pm 
 
 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

8::00 First 
9:30 North Valley 
11:00  Faith 
Pastor Peter Ruggles 
 

10 

7pm Annual 
UPH Meeting 

 

 

11 

 

12 

9am Quilting NV 

1pm Choir Practice 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Worship at Faith 

Potluck at 
6:00pm 

Worship at 
6:45pm 

16 

8:00 First 
9:30 North Valley-
Outdoors 
Faith—No service 
Paster Dave Natzke 
Communion 

17 

Newsletter 
deadline 

10am Bible 
Class @ NV  with 
Pastor Dave 
6:30 Council 
Mtg 

18 

 

19 

9am QuilƟng NV 

1pm Choir PracƟce 

 

 

20 

 

21 22 

23 

8:00 First 
9:30 North Valley 
11:00 Faith 
 
Paster Peter Ruggles 
————————— 
30 
 
9:30 North Valley 
Combined Service 
Pastor Dave Natzke 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

9am QuilƟng NV 
1pm Choir PracƟce 
 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Kuenkel, Wyatt         06/05/1999 
Goulet, Dan            06/06/1945 
Frank, Bennett         06/08/2020 
Nelson, Joey           06/11/1947 
Fletcher, Anne         06/11/1967 
Collins, Cameron       06/15/2001 
Hallgren-Draves, Piper 06/16/2016 
McIntyre, Belle        06/16/2009 
Cox, Noah                     06/17/2008 
Lundquist, Mary        06/17/1936 
Sloper, Lori                    06/20/1960 
Peper, Greg            06/20/1964 
Simmerman, Madison    06/21/2004 
Livingston, Josephine  06/23/2019 
Kruse, Jeff                06/25/1964 
Rue, Dale                 06/25/1956 
Blomgren, Elverna      06/25/1930 
Collins, Ed                            06/28/1970 
 

           

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn Nehring,Teresa Studie, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Kevin Jensen 
(Heidi Simmerman’s brother), Carol Medchill, Linda Goulet 
 

Continued Healing: Rowan Anderson (baby daughter of Heather Johnson & Tyler 
Anderson), Sharon Johnson, Matt Kludt, Amelia McKinney 
 
Send words of encouragement: 
Sgt. Tyler Brooks    
1846 Darby Dr E5   
Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Dana Tellijohn, Grace Odberg 
Homebound:  — Athelene  Simon, Delores Anderson, Charles & Cari Mayo, Randall & Glenda Krueger, 
Carol Bengtson, Mary Lundquist, Elverna Blomgren 
 

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact any-
one on the list, giving them 
as little or as much infor-
mation as you wish. All info 
will be treated with respect 
and kept confidential. 

Page 6 WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARIES 
06/14/2003 Ed & Debbie Collins 
06/15/1996 Adam & Julie Bever 
 06/18/2016 Colin & Kasie O'Donovan 
06/21/1986 Greg & Karen Peper 
06/22/2019 Derek & Jessica Jaskolka 
  
  
 
  

Donna Berg 715-553-2038 

Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049 

Gwen Morrissette  715-781-3047 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

Suzanne Grill        612-598-8197 

Bette Tooley         701-436-6010 

Joey Nelson          715 553-0262 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY 
Ed Collins     06/08/2003 

Don Prose      06/11/1950 

Jason Lunde    06/11/1995 

De Olson       06/12/1988 

Debbie Collins 06/12/1988 

Renea Heller   06/12/1988 

Jan Kruse      06/14/1944 

Krystal Juleen 06/19/1994 

Grace Odberg   06/23/1935 

Todd Wagner    06/23/1974 

Ben Cox        06/26/1977 

Hunter Cox     06/26/2005 

 

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT          APRIL  2024 

Beginning Balance                  $ 22,542.75 

Income for March                     $ 8489.47 

Expenses for March                  $ 13,519.29 

Ending Balance:                      $ 18,512.93—Tom Tellijohn, Treasurer 

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now re-
porting monthly beginning and ending balances . 

“Listen God is Calling” 

Pentecost May 19th 

 

The banner “Listen God is Calling” is to remind us that as we are on our Faith and Life Journey, He is with us at all 
times. As we are on this journey With the help and guidance of Pastors Dave, Peter and Tamra as Congregations and 
the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish to Call a new Pastor, we each need to listen to the Lord as to what are our Gifts 
of the Spirit and the Fruits of the Spirit in our lives and the Life of our Congregations. The following scriptures re-
mind us of those.  

 
Spiritual Gifts - 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 NRSV 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
The Fruit of the Spirit - Galatians 5:22-26 NRSV 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and 
self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
competing against one another, envying one another. 

 

We need to ask ourselves, What am I being called to do as part of this Journey and beyond?  As Paul states in 1 
Corinthians chapter 12 we are ALL to work together in telling the World about God’s Love towards ALL people 
through his son Jesus not just the pastor.   

 

The Alter Paraments for the 27 weeks of the season of Pentecost, we started with the color Red for the fiery tongues of 
that first Pentecost. Then the color for the season of Pentecost is green for Growth.  As we continue to work together 
as Congregations and a Parish looking to Call a new Pastor we will continue to be Building/Growing New relation-
ships with our fellow workers for God’s Kingdom as well as Refreshing our current relationships with each other.  

 

We need to be seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit through Prayer and contemplation during this time of transition 
and to Listen for that” Still Small Voice”. 

 

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE 
and JUSTICE in Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”. 

 

Yours in Our Eternal Hope, Jesus Christ, 

Steve Jensen 



 

FROM OUR PASTORS 
 
 
 
We are moving into summer and being baptized and connected to the whole church by the Word of God that we hear 
at worship, we have some themes in common with all.  
 
        On May 26 we begin with the doctrine of God. Jesus tries to teach it to us through Nicodemus and a secret night 
visit. Jesus tries to teach him and us that no one can be free and saved without surrendering to the work of God attach-
ing (baptizing) us into Christ through faith. Nicodemus and a vast majority of us prefer to go into life on our own 
strength, trying to be free and saved by our own understanding and strength.  
 
        On June 2 we all return to the Gospel of Mark (chapter 3,4 and 5). First, Jesus shows us that he has the power to 
save us by over powering the community laws of Sabbath and nature’s law of physical loss. If his intention is to save 
us - why push back from him?  
 
        On June 9th we get to hear about the power of Jesus over the devil’s will to break us down. Can we recognize the 
work of Jesus to save us in his family (the baptized ones) over against the devil’s work to isolate and negate faith?  
        June 16th brings us to the great parable of the growth of the seed from the earth on its own and the tiny mustard 
seed growing into it’s fullness for the protection of the birds. Are we, the baptized, being raised up into our fullness 
for the purpose of loving kindness in our community? 
 
        And then on June 23rd Jesus stills the storm that threatened to drown the disciples. They wondered why Jesus let 
them be at risk of their lives - didn’t he care? Jesus responds “Why are you afraid? have you no faith?” Is Jesus push-
ing them to consider that even if they drown they will be with him? They miss that point and are instead amazed that 
he can manage the power of nature. (He has already shown that, several times.)  
 
        Yes, there are 5 Sundays in June! On June 30 Jesus heals a woman with a 13 year flow of blood and brings life 
back to Jairus’ 13 year old daughter.  Is faith in Jesus the only key to abundant life? Is faith alone the way to abide in 
Jesus? Does faith save us? I think so. Mark sure does think so. I am taught that God sees what we lack to save our-
selves and that in amazing grace God gives us Jesus who has what we need. To access that gift of life we follow him 
gratefully.  
 
        The first half of summer there are distractions from the epic of how much God loves us. There is Memorial Day 
and the 4th of July. The church keeps God’s word through the distractions. Sometimes we are strong and sometimes 
weak but God’s Word endures to attach us to Christ who is saving us.  Happy Summer!  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Peter 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Last Sunday of each month is all churches together with one service at church with 9:30 
am time. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
BIBLE CLASS SCHEDULE FOR THE SUMMER: 

June 3rd and 17th at North Valley 
July 8th and 22nd (Location to be determined) 

August 5th and 19th (Location to be determined) 

MONTH NORTH 
VALLEY - 
Centuria 

FAITH –    
Balsam Lake 

FIRST -  
Cushing 

January 8:00 am 9:30 am 11: 00 am 

February 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 

March 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 

April 9:30 am 11:00 am 8:00 am 

May 9:30 am 11:00 am 8:00 am 

June 9:30 am 11:00 am 8:00 am 

July 11:00 am 8:00 am 9:30 am 

July 28     9:30am 

August 11:00 am 8:00 am 9:30 am 

August 25     9:30 am 

September 11:00 am 8:00 am 9:30 am 

September 29     9:30 am 

October 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 

October 27   9:30 am   

November 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 

November 24   9:30 am   

December 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am 

Dec 29   9:30 am   



 

 

 

MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION – MAY 2024 

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Ja-
pan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your 
donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you 
for your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.      

 

APRIL      MAY 

04-07 – Kristie Pax     05-05 – Don Prose 

04-14 – Kristie Pax     05-12 – Don Prose 

04-21 – Kristie Pax     05-19 – Don Prose 

04-28 – Don & Myrna Anderson   05-26 – Don Prose  

 

 

LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD SHELF:  In March, 31 households were served – 55 adults and 13 children. 45 vol-
unteer hours. Donations:  Money $4,056. Weight of food coming in 1,472#, (Includes TEFAP, purchased food dona-
tions), Weight of food going out 1,597#. Items needed:  eggs, milk, mayonnaise, coffee, peanut butter, tuna, crackers, 
and personal products for men and women.  

 

We are currently operating with two interim food shelf coordinators. We would like to get a Full-time coordinator. We 
will train people who are interested. We can always use more volunteer workers. If interested, please contact Pam 
Girtz 320-232-7541. 

 

LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP UPDATED CAMPERSHIP INFO   

North Valley WELCA has updated the campership fee amount and will pay up to a maximum of $400 per person to-
ward the registration fee.  A code has been set up by Luther Point to eliminate the deposit fee while registering. Please 
contact Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049, Donna Berg, 715-553-2038, or Laurene Edge 715-825-3559 for the code 
number.  Luther Point Bible Camp brochures/registration forms are available or check them out online.  

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY – May 19, 2024 

We will be honoring our High School Graduates during church service at 9:30 a.m. service on May 19, 2024 and 
please join us for coffee atter the service.  Those students include: Holden Erickson, Brady Heilig, Lani Heilig, Caleb 
Larson, and Kody Tober. If we have inadvertently overlooked anyone, please let us know. 

 

 

President – Kristie Wagner Pax 
Vice President – Charlie Christensen 
Secretary – Bette Tooley 
Treasurer – Tom Tellijohn 
Joey Nelson 
Jan Kruse 
Myron Olson 
Don Prose 
WELCA Reps – Myrna Anderson, Donna Berg, Suzanne Grill, Tricia   Olson, Marilynn Nehring 
 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

North Valley Vision Statements and Goals                                                                                              

Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable 

Acceptance and Community:                                                                                                                                                                              

· North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to the commu-
nity at large.  

· Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)  

· Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event) 

· Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year. 

· Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open. 

· Coffee Hour, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing. 
Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time 

Faith:  

· North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well as providing 
options for learning/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.  

· Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contemporary music 
bring to service.  Worship Committee to continue planning.  

Willingness/Teamwork: 

· As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encouraging all to 
participate in programs, training and services.  

· Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning.  Recruit kids to bring their par-
ents along. 

Generosity:  

· As a country church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with financial means 
and donations of time, talent and supplies.  

· Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 16 at  9:30 with PASTOR DAVE 

 

BRING LAWN CHAIRS! 

 

THERE WILL BE SPECIAL GUESTS:   

INDIANHEAD CHORUS BARBERSHOP QUARTET 
                                                                                                                                             

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holden Erickson, Caleb Larson, Kody Tober, Lani Heilig, Brady Heilig 

 

 

 

 

 


