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Worship Schedule

11:00am Worship All Sundays in July at North Valley.
Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvich.org.
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay.

Staff
Church Email: office@nvich.org

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge
9:00am-4:00pm Mondays

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number changes.

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Bulletin announcements are due Tuesdays before 11:00am.

Pastoral Support: Pastor Tamra Harder 715-501-3681
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’ First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Ministry Corner
‘, j ‘ July, 2024
- "United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve"
1John 3:18 nLT
Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As | write this | am looking at the calendar and realize that by July 15" the Summer will be half over. | know it is a tired old cliché but,”
where has the summer gone?” Currently underwater!

Last year we were praying for rain as our lawns, gardens and crops were drying up with no relief in sight. Now we are saying “Thank you
Lord” but could you space the rain a little more than a day apart? Maybe 7 days between would work out well, so we could do some
weeding and harvesting.

On June 7-8 Jeanne and | along with Kristie Pax from North Valley attended the Northwest Synod of WI Assembly at UW Eau Claire. We
heard from our partners in Ministry and the many things they are doing for the cause of Christ. We Thanked Bishop Laurie Skow-
Anderson for her 6 years of Service as our Bishop and we elected a new Bishop, Rev. Martin Halom of Our Savior’s of Bloomer, WI, His
installation will be in September. Please be in prayer for Bishop Elect Martin as he prepares for his time leading us.

Last month | talked about forming a Parish Youth Education Committee and have the Youth Ed Committee work with the
Worship Committee. We had a planning on June 12, 2024 meeting.

The 3 things that came out of that meeting with more to come are;

1. First will host Sunday School at 9:30am regardless of the Worship time, they are open to mentoring the other Churches SS Program if
they want to start backup..

2. Because of the numbers we will be asking to join Luck for Confirmation. First 1, North 4.

3. Because Carley Hanson from First has a Kids Softball event scheduled for 4K-8" Grade at the Cushing Ball field August 7, 14 and 21 it
was thought to made this our VBS with each Church providing food on those evenings. Other Popup Church events are still being looked
at.

I am again calling our attention to ways we can help each other Grow in our Faith and Communities. From last month’s article | took two
of the ways | felt spoke to me and | hope you as well.

God's “one another” commands call us to have hearts of humility, love, kindness, and submission (EPHESIANS 5:21; 1 PE-
TER 5:5).

The only way to develop these qualities is to choose to interact with other believers. We learn to bear with each other, to for-
give, and to accept others as Jesus has accepted us (COLOSSIONS 3:13; ROMANS 15:7). These heart attitudes are possible
with the help of the Spirit who lives in us.

Two of the five ways to build community:

SERVE EACH OTHER

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others (1 PETER 4:10).

“There are needs all around you. Ask God what you can do. Reach out. Share a meal, a card, a gift, your time. Mow a lawn,
take someone to an appointment, use your God-given gifts. People will feel seen and cared for, and together you'll develop
the community closeness we all seek.

SERVE OTHERS TOGETHER

Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (HEBREWS 10:24).

“Think about what breaks God's heart and see where He's at work. Use your gifts and join others in accomplishing His will in
the world. You'll have opportunity to think more about others and less about yourself and this will develop a camaraderie and
closeness you might not otherwise know and experience.



From April, 2024 Our Daily Bread Devotional feature article was about Community Used with permission.

In other Parish business we are doing well financially and will continues our $1500.00 each commitment to the Parish account
so that when we do Call a Pastor we will have the ability to cover those expenses as well as paying Pastors Dave, Peter and
Tamra until that time.

Please continue pray for wisdom and guidance for your Youth Education Team, Worship Team and Congregation Councils and
the Parish Council as well as Pastors Dave, Peter and Tamra as we work to strengthen and improve the Ministry of the First
Faith Lutheran Parish and Call a Pastor to Shepherd us on this Faith Journey.

Worship Times change for July- August-September
8am Faith, 9:30am First and 11am North Valley

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE and Light of Jesus
Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ,
Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP

“A Light to my Path”

July’s theme “A Light to my Path” is to remind us that as we are on our Faith and Life Journey, God is our light for
this journey.

This month’s theme comes from Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” In Exo-
dus when God lead the Israelites out of Egypt the land of bondage “the Lord went before them by day as a pillar of a
cloud, to lead the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light: to go by day and night.” In John 8:12 Jesus
said “I am the Light of the world”. God is light and as believers in Christ and his finished work of the cross we are
called to be salt and light to the world. Jesus said in Matthew 5:13-16 > “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled un-

derfoot.

™ “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. ° People do not light a lamp and put it under the

bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. '® In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. NRSV

As we continue our Mission and Journey as Congregations and a members the First Faith Lutheran Parish to call a
new Pastor, with the help of Pastors Dave, Peter and Tamra we each need the Light of the Lord to show us the way
Stewards of what God has given us (time, talents, and/or money) in our own lives and relationships as well as the life
and relationship of our Congregation and Parish. We need to ask ourselves, Am I/are we walking daily as “Children
of Light”? Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:8-9 ®for once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as
children of light.’ for the fruit of the light'” is found in all that is good and right and true. NRSY What am I being
shown by God’s light, the Holy Sprit to do as part of this Mission and Journey and beyond? We are ALL to work
together in MISSION telling the World about God’s Love and showing his Light towards all people through his son
Jesus.

The color for the 20 weeks of the season of Pentecost is green for growth. The book of Acts shows us how our MIS-
SION started when Jesus gave us the great COMMISSION before ascending to the Father in Acts 1:8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’. Jesus is telling us that our MISSION/WITNESS starts at home and then
grows out from there. So, we need to ask ourselves, how am I growing in MISSION during this time and am I
being a good Steward of all that God has provided me? We are growing because we now have Teams/Committees
that are making use of our individual talents/gifts to do things were done for us. We all are finding out we can do
these things and are growing in MISSION and Stewardship as we do them it is “God’s Work, Our Hands”.

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE
and Light of Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ,

Steve Jensen

Page 7

July 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

4:00pm Sunday | 1pm Choir practice

School Meeting VU
napp
(h

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

8:00 Faith 10am Bible
9:30 First Class @ NV with
11:00 North Valley
Paster Dave Natzke
Communion

9:30 Worship
Committee Meeting

Pastor Dave 1pm Choir sings at

The Lodge in Taylors

BP Check during Falls
coffee
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

8:00 Faith Pr Peter
9:30 First Pr Peter

1pm Choir Practice Worship at Faith

11:00 North Valley Potluck at
Pastor Maggie 6:00pm
Isaacson Worship at
Baptism for Kaiden 6:45pm

& Kinsley Sandberg

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Faith—No service Newsletter
9:30 First deadline

11:00 North Valley
Paster Dave Natzke

1pm Choir Practice

10am Bible
Class @ NV with

Communion
Pastor Dave
6:30 Council
Mtg
28 29 30 31
9:30 First 1pm Choir Practice

Combined service

Paster Dave Natzke




BIRTHDAYS
Eibs, Carly
Sandberg, Baze

WEDDING
07/01/2004 ANNIVERSARIES

07/0612020 = 7 7014 Michael & Kaylynn

Johnson, Bruce 07/08/1972 Buss

Olson, Lexis 07/09/2004

Gehl, Henry 07/09/2019

Kruse, Chuck 07/12/1942

Anderson, Don 07/12/1950

Bengtson, Sadie 07/13/1991

Mclntyre, Angie 07/14/1982

Kruse, Walter 07/16/2020

Kletschka, Nash 07/17/2013

Heilig, Brady 07/17/2006

Wagner, Joyce 07/17/1948

Woltz, Cody 07/18/1985

Hacker, Brad 07/19/1959

Baerg, Jade 07/19/1994

Cox, Julia 07/22/2001

Gallatin, Millie 07/23/2019

Cox, Hunter 07/26/2004

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT MAY 2024 (a4
Beginning Balance $18,512.93 §
Income for May $ 664491

Expenses for May $ 6,407.39

Ending Balance: $ 18,750.45—Tom Tellijohn, Treasurer

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now re-
porting monthly beginning and ending balances .

BAPTISMAL ANNIVER§ARY

07/06/1947
07/09/2006
07/10/1947
07/15/1967
07/17/2011
07/18/2020
07/18/2020
07/20/2014
07/26/2020
07/30/1995

HATTERS)

Bev Hopkins

Carter Collins

Joey Nelson

Anne Fletcher
Anistyn Cox
Bennett Frank
Paisley Koehler
Pearl Melin

Ava Schmidt-Meyer
Jade Baerg

REMEMBERING
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Marilyn Nehring, Teresa Studie, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Kevin Jensen

Prayer Ch

(Heidi Simmerman’s brother), Carol Medchill, Linda Goulet

Continued Healing: Rowan Anderson (baby daughter of Heather Johnson & Tyler

Anderson), Sharon Johnson, Matt Kludt, Amelia McKinney

Send words of encouragement:

Sgt. Tyler Brooks
1846 Darby Dr E5
Florence AL 35630

Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Dana Tellijohn, Grace Odberg
Homebound: — Athelene Simon, Delores Anderson, Charles & Cari Mayo, Randall & Glenda Krueger,
Carol Bengtson, Mary Lundquist, Elverna Blomgren

ain

Donna Berg
Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049
Gwen Morrissette 715-781-3047
Anita Johnson
Suzanne Grill
Bette Tooley

Joey Nelson

715-553-2038

715-554-3785
612-598-8197
701-436-6010
715 553-0262

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact any-
one on the list, giving them
as little or as much infor-
mation as you wish. All info
will be treated with respect
and kept confidential.

FROM OUR PASTORS

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Psalm 130:5-6 "I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning,

more than those who watch for the morning."

There was a time when you went to the doctor or the dentist and you had to wait for an hour and even up to two hours
to be seen. And when you were going to see the dentist the anxiety level didn't diminish when you were finally seated
in the chair!

There were times in the late 1800s when new congregations were formed in this area for the Danish, Norwegian, Swe-
dish, and German people. At that time there were not enough pastors from the old country to serve them. So congre-
gations maybe had to wait for a month before a pastor could come to hold a worship service for them. And for some
congregations I'm sure that the waiting time seemed endless!

In the history of these Lutheran congregations there were also times when it was difficult for pastors to receive a
call. During the Depression some pastors waited up to three years before they received a call. In the early 70s some
members from my graduating class from the seminary waited for up to a year for a call.

Is the present shortage of pastors/deacons/SAMs just a trend or will this be the shape of ministry for the fu-
ture? Whatever the future might hold this parish waits with hope for someone to call as their "own" servant of the
Lord.

How has this time of waiting been for you, for your family, for your congregation? How has it affected your

faith? Has your relationship to Jesus deepened or do you feel like Jesus is less important in your daily life? Has your
relationship with other members grown closer? Have you seen some people become more involved in the life of the
congregation? Have you noticed that some people are less involved in worship? Have they become part of your pray-
er life?

The Psalmist is praying from "Out of the depths" in this Psalm as he cries to the Lord. But through the whole Psalm
he affirms that "with the Lord there is steadfast love". And our Lord shows that love most clearly in Jesus' coming to
die for all people so that all people might have someone to hold onto for forgiveness. It is because of Jesus' presence
that so many years ago the founders of the congregations that make up this parish waited on the Lord for answers to
their prayers. Our hope is no different than theirs!

In Christ,

Pastor Dave



North Valley Vision Statements and Goals

Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable NORTH VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Acceptance and Community: KITCHEN REMODEL-FROM START TO...
e North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to the commu-

nity at large.

e Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)
e Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event)
e Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year.

e Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open.

e Coffee Hour, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing.
Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time

Faith:

e North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well as providing
options for learning/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.

e Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contemporary music
bring to service. Worship Committee to continue planning.

Willingness/Teamwork:

e As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encouraging all to
participate in programs, training and services.

e Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning. Recruit kids to bring their par-
ents along.

Generosity:

e As acountry church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with financial means
and donations of time, talent and supplies.

e Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with

JULY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:00AM Faith
9:30 AM First
11:00 AM North Valley

Pastor Dave will lead worship on July 7, 20, 21 and 28.

Pastor Peter will lead worship on July 14 at Faith and First.

Pastor Maggie will be leading Worship at North Valley with a Baptism.
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Choir News
r—*“T\—-—\

Wednesday July 10" the Parish Choir will be on the road again! This time they will be singing '
at “The Lodge” in Taylors Falls at 1:00 pm. STAY TUNED FOR FINISHED PHOTOS IN AUGUST NEWSLETTER!!




Mission of
and Social
Action

MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION —JULY 2024

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Ja-
pan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your
donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you
for your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.

JUNE_ JULY

06-02 — Marilynn Nehring & Bruce Nelson 07-07 — Gwen Morrissette
06-09 — Marilynn Nehring & Bruce Nelson 07-14 — Gwen Morrissette
06-16 — Marilynn Nehring & Bruce Nelson 07-21 — Gwen Morrissette
06-23 — Marilynn Nehring & Bruce Nelson 07-28 — Gwen Morrissette
06-30 — Marilynn Nehring & Bruce Nelson

LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD SHELF: In May 42 households were served — 69 adults and 16 children. 59 volun-
teer hours. Donations: Money $610.00. Weight of food coming in 2,132#, (Includes TEFAP, purchased food dona-
tions), Weight of food going out 2,025#. Items needed: eggs, milk, mayonnaise, coffee, tea, peanut butter, crackers,
cookies, and personal products for men and women.

We are currently operating with two interim food shelf coordinators. We would like to get a Full-time coordinator. We
will train people who are interested. We can always use more volunteer workers. If interested, please contact Pam
Girtz 320-232-7541 email:girtzp@gmail.com or Gena Bugno nobugl 15@yahool.com.

(1418

President — Kristie Wagner Pax

Vice President — Charlie Christensen

Secretary — Bette Tooley

Treasurer — Tom Tellijohn

Joey Nelson

Jan Kruse

Myron Olson

Don Prose

WELCA Reps — Myrna Anderson, Donna Berg, Suzanne Grill, Tricia Olson, Marilynn Nehring

July 8th and 22nd
August Sth and 19th

wews Assembly Highlights

Resolutions Passed
Grace Driven Generosity For All Generations
2025 Minimum Standards for Compensation and Benefits

Ciperating Mission Plan
Hanering Bishop Laurle Skow-Anderson

- 8 " B @

Bright Spot Awards

*  Ohr Savior's Lutheran - Menomanie

» Spirt Creek Lutheran - Black River Falls

* Grace Lutheran - Eau Claire

+ Jian, Our Savior's, Pllgrim, & Concordia - Superior
* Peace - Pigecn Falls, Ezekiel - River Falls

Assembly Offerings TianiCyou for

e o)

Warship Offering: § 7,263.52
(1/2 Endowment Furd, 1/2 Meighber to Neighbor)

Naisy Offering: $ 2,627.52
Endowment Offering: & 7,900.00

Water is Life Campaign (June 2024):5 24,211,460
Water is Life Campaign (Total to Date): 5 66,074.84

Supporting and Celebrating Children and Young Families

SYNOD ASSEMBLY SUMMARY

REPORT OF BALLOT 1

Martin Halom - 119
Diane House - &5
Elizabeth Bier - 53
Chad Anderson - 35
Judy Kincaid - 32
Karen Behling - 21
Kristina Weber - 21

E&Vrltn-in} losh Toufar - 1
rite -in) Brad Dokken -1

REPORT OF BALLOT 3

Martin Halom - 271
Karen Behling - 56
Diane House - 49
Elizabeth Bier - 26
Chad Anderson - 24

Water is Life 7 ) i

REPORT OF BALLOT 2

Martin Halom - 159
Diane House - 54
Karen Behling - 45
Elizabeth Bier - 34
Chad Anderson - 28
Judy Kincaid - 24
Kristina Weber - 16

REPORT OF BALLOT 4

Martin Halom - 241
Karen Behling - 57
Diane House - 56

*For full details, resources and

ving uppurtunltlas from

i
the 2024 Synod Miﬂfﬂ%ly, please visit
https://nwswi.org/synod-assembly-



SUESTS, SPEARERS & MINISTRY PARTNERS

Workshop 1 2: JUSTmove: How to Build and Anti
Racist Youth Group
Facilitators: Joe Davis & David Scherer

] ] Participants learned how we can hall_f ta make youth group a place where "All
X . Are Welcome."” This interactive workshop explored models for how to create
more inclusive spaces so that we can reflect the diversity of God's kin-dome.

TI_LANK \’OLL BISI I(} P ].J\LJTRIE SK(‘)\‘(I J&N D ERSON Poetry, Music, and sterytelling were a part of this engaging experience.

On Friday evening of assembly, Bishop Laurie was joined by her family and recognized for her years of ministry
with the synod. Alfter serving as the Director for Evangelical Mission (2014-2018) Laurie served as the first
worman bishop (2018-2024) for the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  She accompanied congregations by way
of education and discernment in generosity and innovation, ordained several deacens and pastors, provided
care and adaptive resources for leaders and congregations during a global pandemic, established several
sustainable justice teams, and consistently uplifted the importance of the ministry we do together so that “the
youngest generations come to know and love Jesus." We are grateful to Rev. Dr. Laurie Skow-Anderson and
her faithful ministry!

Workshop 112: Journey Together
Facilitators: Synod Youth Board, Outdoor Ministry, Campus Ministry

Participants heard from three synod ministries and learned practical ways to
encourage & galvanize the faith formation of young pec:jple. Together we
explored some cultural realities of youth and young adults, discovered ways they
find meaningful connections with one ancther, and learned how we can journey
alongside them with authenticity, awareness, and love.

Elected 1o synod Coungil Elected to Consultation Committee Elected Voting Members ey o :
2025 ELCA Assembly Visiting Bishops

Apple River: Rev. Laurie Kenyon Woods Apple River: 5am Campeau

Chequamegon; Kaj Peterson Chequamegon: Irene Villareal Apple Rlvalr: i In person:
Chippewa Valley: Jaccb Gapko Chippewa Valley:Rev. Brad Peterson Deacon Jodi Lorenz, Karalyn Littlefield qumer NWSW| Bishop, Rick H‘:f fme
Dairyland: Mancy Quarberg Dairyland: Rev. Jennifer Hatleli Chegquamegon: E_'T‘E'C‘P ‘F'raﬁ E"Ekm“aM reat‘?:fhml wavkee E‘."”’Dd
Heart of the Morth: Rev, Sara Feld Heart of the Morth: Rev. Michael Rev. Katie Andersan, Shelby Miskanen ishop Yehiel Curry, Metro Chicago Syno
Lake Superior: Mary Trettin Sparby _ Vv - .
St. Croix Yalley: Kim Warren Lake Superior: Kandee Rosburg Chippewa Valley: Fla Vld;:;, \WI Bishop. D p
Secretary: Rev. Julie Brenden St. Croix Valley: Dan Bensen, and Heather Day, Mike Hulett ormer NW5 D unhe & e

! Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe, ELC Malawi

Rev. Al Aakre Daiiryland:

Rev. lennifer Hatleli, Nancy Quarberg

Svnod Stal” 2018 2024

Liz Bartsch

Rev. Randy Olson

Deacon Laura Ramlow
Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop
Deacon Lidixe Montoya
Rev. Diane House (DEM)
“Rev. Erin Nelson

*Deacon David Behling

Heart of the North:
Rev. Tiffany Chipman, Ted Hakala

Lake Superior:
Reav. Katie Wagner, Mary Trettin

St. Croix Valley:
Rev. Ben Melson, Erie Klein

Anniversaries & Retirements

A T e 2ty Luther Park Bible Camp

e i S Ministry Partners on Site Synod Resource Center

* Rev. Debra Boynton * Rev. Valerian Ahles Racial Justice Team :

* Rev. Martin Halom o By Blck Bisdercann Synod Youth Board Lutheran Campus Ministry

. E!”- E:_ki;da “["llﬂﬂ" * Rev. Mary Eide Care of Creation Team Wisconsin Council of Churches
* Rev. Gail Sowsl i Reconciling Works ELCA World Hunger

: EE:; s:f E’;ﬁﬁz& : :::: :::f: ::::::1 Global I-Ie?[th Ministries Portico Benefits .

s Rev, Peter Jonas Lutheran Office for Public Policy Land Acknowledgement

50 Years of Ordination ¢ Rev. Greg Kaufmann loe Davis and David Scherer Lake Wapogasset Bible Camp

* Rev. Wayne Deloach + Rev. Mike Knudson Feeders for Malawi Meighbor to Neighbor

S E::: E;Eﬁggtad s Rev. Keith Rushlow Lutheran Social Services In Our Hands Service Learning

* Rev. Vern Weeks * Rev. Doug Steinke



