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Worship Schedule

11:00am Worship May 1, 8, 15. The 22nd is at 9:30 at First Luth-Cushing
Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvich.org.
You can also set up giving through your banks
automatic bill pay.
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Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! So goes our Easter response on Easter Sunday. But, since Easter is also a sea-
son that runs through the month of May and concludes with Pentecost Sunday June 5 will remember those words all
month.

Thus, in our worship Sunday mornings, we will hear how the early church responded to this miracle of Jesus ap-
pearances to them, remembering the words Jesus used to teach them to love one another, to assure them that Jesus’
spirit would remain with them, and that nothing can separate us from the love of God found in Jesus.

I intend for our worship to be somewhat light-hearted, joyful, even humorous at times. There is a tradition amongst
some Lutheran churches as well as other denominations to designate the Sunday after Easter as Holy Humor Sun-
day. I intend to expand that to the entire month of May. Why, the first Sunday in May includes the gospel story
about Jesus meeting his disciples while they were fishing. I reckon there might be one or two good fishing stories
that could be told that day.

We may even invite folks to share a favorite humorous story or joke during each Sunday worship, hopefully appro-
priate for those gathered to hear. Just recently my sister forwarded a few jokes my way like: I hate it when I seen an
old person and then realize we went to high school together. My wife says I only have 2 faults. I don’t listen...and
something else. The adult version of “head, shoulders, knees and toes” is “wallet, glasses, keys and phone,” Life is
too short to waste time matching socks.” Love is how excited your dog gets when you come home.

The month of May also gives us an opportunity to appreciate the beautiful creation bursting forth with new life as
trees bud, grass greens, and flowers bloom. It also gives us an opportunity to honor the women in our lives, in par-
ticular our mothers. Later in the month we honor those who have died serving in the military. It is a theme of East-
er where we talk about new life, death, and life again.

Within our parish there will be opportunity for some to do highway clean-up. There will be opportunity for some
folks to gather for Bible study. There will be opportunity for some of our young people to complete this year’s con-
firmation program. Some may have an opportunity to celebrate a baptism. For others we will gather for a Celebra-
tion of Life service for significant folks in our church community.

Our church leaders are also working diligently to put together our church profiles so the information can be submit-
ted to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America so that information in return can be made available to the North-
west Synod. One they receive our profile they then may identify candidates who may be interested in becoming the
newest pastor for our parish. We will be holding a special parish worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, to worship
together followed by a meeting with Pastor Randy Olsen who is responsible for helping the call committee reach
that point of interviewing prospective pastors. We invite you to be at that meeting the first Sunday in June so you’ll
be up to date on what’s happening in our search.

Remember! Christ is Risen. He is Risen Indeed!

Pastor Neal
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Again I share as the Prophet Isaiah writes to the People of God;
Isaiah 40:31 NIV

31but those who hope in the LorD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and
not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.

Parish Council Items-

Your Parish Council met April 19, 2022. We went over how the Parish was coming together on the business side.
We look at the finances and found them to be in order while still working out the bugs that arise from forming a
new Parish. As for the Parish Administrative Assistant/Secretary, we will continue to use both Brooke Chappelear
of First and Laurene Edge of Faith and North Valley. Pastor Neal feels they are working well together. We will
continue to have a common calendar of events with each Church listing their events for our Newsletters and Web-
site/Facebook pages we all will remember to add “A member of the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish” to all
our publications both print and electronic as we update them.

The Call Process-

We are getting there! We as your Parish Council as well as each Congregation Council are excited about the pro-
gress, we have made in just one month in this process. Pastor Neal has been guiding/working with each Congrega-
tion to help smooth the process as we are all were at different stages in this process.

Each Congregation has their Ministry Site Profile ready to present to the Congregations. Those will be presented on
May 1% for members to look over and make comments. During this time of reviewing the information gathered, we
need to listen one another, think about what we each are saying and how others will understand it. Each Congrega-
tion has a different time table for the formal discussions on the Profile. At First, we will be revieing ours on May
22" We all will then send our Profiles to Pastor Randy Olson of the NW Synod for his review and he then will be
meeting with us as a Parish on June 5, 2022 and discuss our Profiles and process forward. This is the earliest date
he has available and the only one for a while. We need to be ready to form a Parish Call Committee that day or
shortly after. Rather than having him meet with each Congregation that day we will have Parish Worship at First,
so Pastors Neal and Randy could be together at 1 Church to answer questions.

Please think about the words of Isaiah, as we move forward reviewing each of our Congregation Ministry Profile
the next step in preparation for putting together a Parish Call Committee. We ALL each and every Congregation
and Parish member needs to continue to listen to God and what he is calling us to do. That is why Prayer so im-
portant! Remembering that we may not get the answer we like or were expecting.

The Parish Worship Schedule-

We are continuing the first full 3-month Worship schedule. So, for April, May and June it is 8am Faith, 9:30am
First and 11am North Valley. The last Sunday of the month will be a Parish Worship at 9:30 at First, April
24™ May 29" and June 26", Remember the Newsletter Calendar is your friend. Please consider Worshiping with
one of the other Churches if the time for your home Church does not work for you on a particular Sunday.

Please note that there will be an extra Parish Worship June 5™ at First with Pastor Randy Olsen from the
NW Synod talk about our Profiles and the Call Process. Please plan to attend this very IMPORTANT Parish
gathering.

(continued on page 3)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
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1

8:00 Faith

9:30- First

11:00am Worship NV

Congregation Meeting

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
8:00 Faith

9:30- First

11:00am Worship NV

Mother’s Day

10

11

12

13

14

15
8:00 Faith
9:30 First

11:00am Worship NV

16

17

6:30 Council
Mtg

18

19

20

21

22

8:00 Faith

9:30 First

11:00am Worship NV

Graduate Recognition

23

Newsletter
deadline

24

25

26

27

28

29
9:30am Worship
Joint Service

First—Cushing

30

Memorial Day

31




BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS Page 6

V7 Page 3
05/72/1969  Dawn Metcalf T ,
05/05/2002  Cola DeNucci ® () Worship-
05/05/2002  Cash Hickethier ) ) . « »
05/05/2002  Rush Hickethier \ Now that Easter Sunday is over and we are in the 6 weeks of the Easter Season, it will be “Holy Humor” month. We
05/05/2003  Cameron Collins A Ay will be doing “Stories, Jokes, and Cartoons during worship.
05/06/2007  Hunter Carlson ~ ] )
05/06/1945  Gwen Momssette I again leave you with these words from our Brother Peter;

05/10/1959 C1n E ab ry
05/11/1952 itsch
05/12/1963 Jom Stage
05/13/2007  Evan White
05/14/2006  Cody Woltz

1 Peter 1:3 NRSV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Cody Woltz & Rachael Schmid 05/14 16 YRS

05/14/1996  Anna Morales Tracy & Kim Tunheim 05/30 51 YRS
021711008 Tanie Myrales . Mike & Cindy Mabry 05/31 63 YRS

05/19/1991  Kelsey Melin
05/21/1990  Amelia McKmney
05/23/1988  Sarah H

05/25/2014 Rubaf McIntyre
05/26/1963  Sandy Mabry
05/30/1971  Tracy Tunh€im
05/31/2007  Brynna Cox
05/31/1959  Mike Mabry

Always remembering that it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE in Jesus Christ showing
while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Hope, Jesus Christ,
Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP

We have been praying for...

Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Randall Krueger,

North Valley Vision Statements and Goals

BIRTHDAYS Amelia McKinney, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Pederson, Jim
Li 05/01 Dishon (Suzanne Gr%ll’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgrjcnis partner), Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable
ngsah ngke thier 03702 Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wag- .
Susan Berglund 05/04 ner’s nephew), Rhonda Krueger & Rebecca Kalstad (Randz.ill & G}epda Acceptance and Community:
Jerry Baerg 019 Krueger’s daughter & granddaughter), Carolyn Nelson (Tristan Divine’s o North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to
Keith Simmerman 05/12 h i hael bl , d llock .
1}]21‘»[% M%h.n. 82 ; %% mother), Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson), Mary Polloc the community at large.
ristan Diyine . . - : . . . : : .
IC(rygtal Juleen 82; %8 Continued Healing: Scott Divine, Carleen Matosky, Marilynn Nehring e Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)
orbin Kruse . .. . . . . . .
1(:jart%l gﬁngttson 82%3 Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps) o Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event)
al ristensen
B{ev Ho ll(lnS 82%% Send words of encouragement: o Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year.
ron Olson
Cgurtne%Valleskey 82;%42‘ ?§Z6T]§1erbB§ol}<32 « Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open.
Colin Q'Donovan arby Dr . .. .
ﬁasclle Q (l)ntovan 82%% Florence AL 35630 . Cpffee Hogr, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing.
Jérﬁl Qaoa® 03730 ) ) . Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time
Michael gVV oltz 05/30 Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound: .
Luella Melin 05/31 Home — Teddy Ditlefsen Faith:
Comforts of Home — Lois Baldwin e North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well

Condolences to family and friends of Susie Fisk as providing options for learning/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.

e Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contempo-
rary music bring to service. Worship Committee to continue planning.

Willingness/Teamwork:

Prayer Chain

e As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encourag-
ing all to participate in programs, training and services.

If you have any prayer
requests, please con- e Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning. Recruit kids to

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 tact anyone on the bring their parents along.

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585
Carol Bengtson  715-646-2003 mation as you wish.

Jim & Gwen Morrissette715-825-2318 J All info will be treated

Anita Johnson  715-554-3785 with respect and kept e Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with.
confidential.

list, giving them as .
st gIvVing , Generosity:
little or as much infor-

e As acountry church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with fi-
nancial means and donations of time, talent and supplies.




FROM THE PARISH NURSH

NPR mprnews
April 22,2022

Dustin Jones

For decades, auto accidents have been th leadin cause of death among children, but in 2020 guns were the No. 1
cause, researchers say.

Overall firearm-related deaths increased 13.5% between 2019 and 2020, but such fatalities for those 1 to 19 years old
jumped nearly 30%, according to a research letter in New England Journal of Medicine.

Researchers analyzed data collected by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention showing that there wee a rec-
ord 45,222 firearm-related deaths in the U.S. in 2020.

Patrick Carter, one of the authors of the research letter and co-director of the University of Michigan’s Institute for
Firearm Injury Prevention, said about 10% of those deaths-4,357 in total-were children.

Studies have shown that firearm violence increased during the course of the Covid-19 pandemic. However, accord-
ing to the research letter, the reason behind the increase in child deaths attributed to guns is unclear.

For decades prior to 2020, motor vehicle accidents were the leading cause of death among children. Carter tells NPR
that the reason the two have swapped places is a “tale of two stories.”

“Firearm deaths we haven’t made much progress on, in fact it increased in recent years. And we have had a decrease
in motor vehicle deaths,” he said.

According to a separate study, motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of child deaths for more than 60 years.
But over time, cars have become safer and driver education has improved. The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and others have pushed for better child safety in cars, taking a scientific approach to the problem, Carter
said.

“We can do the same thing with firearms. We just haven’t been able to do that in the same amount of years yet,” he
said. “It takes time to figure out what the underlying issues are with the problem and then fing the solutions.”

The figures between adults and children and firearms are almost an inverted image of each other. For adults, 65% of
gun related deaths are attrobited tp socode. Wjo;e 30% are homicides and about 2% come from accidental discharges,
Carter said. For children, 65% of firearm deaths are homicides and 35% are categorized as suicide, he said.

And though mass shootings, which have drastically increased over the past 30 years, are clearly part of the problem,
the vast majority of kids are killed by guns in smaller, day-to-day incidents.

Most commonly what makes the news is these horrific mass shootings, but they are a small aspect of the overall prob-
lem,” Carter said. “The smalledst portion are the mass shootings....it’s these daily deaths that are occurring making
up the tality of what we are seeing.”
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MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION — APRIL 2022
MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION - MAY 2022

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan.
The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your dona-
tion as a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for
your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.

Mission of
and Social

April MAY
04-03 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 05-01 -
04-10 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 05-08 -
04-17 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 05-15 -
04-24 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 05-22 —
05-29 -

SCAN ME

PLEASE SIGN UP TO SPONSOR OUR MISSIONARIES.

Loaves and Fishes Food Shelf: In March 41 households were served: 69 adults and 22 children. 48.5 volunteer
hours. Items needed: Juice, cooking oil.

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT
Income for February, $6539.95
Expenses for February $10,577.07

Honoring Graduates: 11:00am May 22"
Treats at 10:15
Pastor Maggie will lead worship

Graduates:

Lexis Olson
Maddie Simmerman
Mercedes Thoen
Keigen Tober

Carly Eibs

Taylor Erickson




