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Worship Schedule

11:00am Worship All Sundays in April at North Valley.
Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvich.org.
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay.

Staff
Church Email: office@nvich.org

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge
9:00am-4:00pm Mondays

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number changes.

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Bulletin announcements are due Mondays before 11:00am.

Pastoral Support: Pastor Tamra Harder 715-501-3681
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First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Corner
April, 2025

"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve"

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
2 Peter 1:2NRSV

Pastor Peter Ru%gles continues leading Worship the 2™ and 4™ Sundays, Pastor Neal Weltzin will be leading Worship on the
1%, 3 and the 5™ Sundays and Pastor Tamra Harder as our Visitation Pastor.

Confirmation —

We have 4 students from our Parish being Confirmed this year. They are Isaiah Morales, Sianah Morales and Gabe Magnuson
from North Valley and Harper Dagestad from First. They asked the Parish Council and the Congregation Councils if they
could be Confirmed with the Luck Lutheran students by Pastor Mary Ann Bowman Sunday April 19, 2025, Palm Sunday.
They wanted her as she was their instructor for both years. The Councils agreed and will honor/receive them in May at Wor-
ship. Isaiah, Sianah and Gabe will be honored/received during Worship Sunday May 1% at North Valley. Harper will be hon-
ored/received Sunday May 15™ as part of the Youth lead Mother’s Day Worship at First. As I said in the past it has been a
great privilege as your Parish President/Administrator to be a part of their Faith Journey to watch them grow in their Faith. I
ask that you these young woman and men in your prayers as they continue Life and Faith Journey.

Worship —

We again are joining with Luck Lutheran for the 2025 Lenten Season.

Lent began March §, 2025 with Ash Wednesday thru April 18, 2025. Pr. Tamra was to lead Worship for Ash Wednesday at
North Valley 6:30pm Worship. We had to cancel due to a snow storm. Pr Peter did the imposition of Ashes as part of the
gathering Sunday March 9. We are joining Luck Lutheran at Luck on the Lenten Journey as we support our Confirmation
students on their Faith Journey. “The Exodus Story” and “The Good Friday Story” by Pastor Paul Oman, are the multime-
dia Study/Worship experience we are using. So, we have 2 more Wednesdays April 2, 9, 5:15pm-6:15pm Soup Supper with
Study/Worship 6:15-7:15pm-+/-. North Valley will serve the Supper April 2 and Luck will serve April 9™

Pr. Peter will lead Maundy Thursday April 17, 2025 at First at 7pm. We will then join Luck Lutheran on Good Friday at
7pm for “The Good Friday Story” by Pastor Paul Oman.

Pr Neal will lead Easter Worship Sunday April 20, 2025

Parish Choir -

Thanks to the Parish Choir for the music they provide. They are joining the Luck Lutheran Choir for the Good Friday Service this year.
They are always looking for and welcome new members.



Call Process —

The Call Committee during this time has a number of things they are doing. We as Congregations and Members need to be in Prayer as to
how the Holy Spirit speaking to us both individually and as Congregations during this time. We need to remember that we studied “The Pray

Coin” two Lenten Seasons ago; a study of Jesus’s Pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, here is the key verse! Luke 22:42 nrsy “Father, if

you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done.” Let’s make sure we have the last half this verse in mind at
all times but especially during this time!

As they move through this process they will share with us as they are allowed. PLEASE !! don’t ask them what is happening or where they
are at in the Process. I also ask that we not start or feed any gossip/rumors that maybe going around, if anything STOP them!!

Instead Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide them as well as the candidate during this time.

In other Parish business we are doing well financially. At the Parish Council Meeting that followed the Annual Meeting we reduced to
$1200.00 each commitment to the Parish account so that when we do get a Pastor we will have the ability to cover those expenses as well as
paying Supply Pastors until that time. We continue working on the Parish Worship Calendar for 2025 and reviewing the Parish Agreement for
any changes.

With April comes the Worship Time Change for April, May and June.
8am Faith, 9:30am First and 11am North Valley First and North Valley Sunday School at 9:30am

2025 Parish Council Meeting Dates: (Following Parish Worship) April TBD at First, July 27 at Faith, and October 26 at North
Valley.

2026 Annual Meeting Date January 25, 2026 Following Parish Worship — First

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE and Light of Jesus
Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ,
Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP

Reminder: The church service is available to watch on Facebook. By friending
the North Valley Lutheran Church page, you will have access. We apologize for it
not being smooth running but hope things are better now. If you can’t come in
person, give it a try. We’re always trying to improve it. In the event where it
doesn’t air, you can see the service on the Faith Lutheran Church Balsam Lake
site.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
IL 9am Quilting
— 7| 1pm Choir Practice
S 5:15 Soup Supper

6:15 Worship Luck

Lutheran

NV provide supper
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00 Faith Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting
9:30 First . .
11:00 North VAlley 1pm Choir Practice
Pastor Neal
Communion 5:15 Soup S.upper
9:30 Sunday School 6:15 Worship Luck

Lutheran
13 14 15 16 18 19
8:00 Faith Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting 3p-5p
9:30 First

11:00 North Valley
Pastor Peter

Palm Sunday

9:30 Sunday School
9:00 Council Meeting

20 : HzI; i

8:00 Faith
9:30 First
11:00 North Valley
Easter Sunday
Pastor Neal
Communion

9:30 Sunday School

1pm Choir Practice

7pm First in
Cushing

TheLas! Supper

6:15 at Luck
Lutheran

Children’s Easter
Bingo

21
Office hrs 9-4

Newsletter
Deadline

22

23
9am Quilting
1pm Choir Practice

24

25

26

27

9:30 First

Combined Worship
Pastor Peter

9:30 Sunday School

28

Office hrs 9-4

29

30

9am Quilting

1pm Choir Practice




BIRTHDAYS
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i BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY
Hill, Sarah 04/01/1988 '
Hinde, Anna 04/08/1991 ANNIVERSARIES Tehya Studie 04/01/2010
Fisk, Nate 04/09/1981 Glenda Krueger 04/03/1955
Hanson, Teri 04/10/1966 Payton Wagner 04/03/2011
White, Tyler 04/12/1993 Ashleigh Simmerman 04/05/2012
Olson, Tricia 04/13/1955 Madison Simmerman 04/05/2012
Grongquist, Lila 04/15/2020 Andy Kruse 04/07/1991
Wagner, Zack 04/19/1999 Tyler White 04/09/2006
Cox, Ben 04/19/1977 Curtiss Lunde 04/09/1972
Mclntyre, Sean 04/20/1982 Brenton Sandberg ~ 04/10/2022
Johnson, Cloey 04/22/2001 Mark Nelson 04/11/1948
Metcalf, Dawn 04/22/1969 Mercedes Thoen 04/13/2017
Dishon, JayDee 04/23/1985 Sianah Morales 04/17/2011
Wagner, Todd 04/24/1974 Jenny Olson 04/18/2011
Christensen, Henry  04/25/2019 Ta.ylor Erickson 04/18/2004
Tellijohn, Tom 04/26/1948 Eli Baerg 04/18/1999
Nadia Cox 04/19/2015
Lindsay Mabry 04/21/1985
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES Kenny Hansen 04/24/1949
04/04/1970  Tom & Dana Tellijohn
04/23/1971  Dan & Linda Goulet

Prayer Chain

REMEMBERING

YOUIN OUR
(}BW%S

Marilynn Nehring,Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Kevin Jensen (Heidi Sim-
merman’s brother), Carol Medchill, Linda Goulet

Continued Healing: Sharon Johnson, Matt Kludt, Amelia McKinney

Send words of encouragement:
Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Dana Tellijohn, Grace Odberg,
Homebound: — , Delores Anderson, Charles & Cari Mayo

Carol Bengtson, Mary Lundquist, Elverna Blomgren

Donna Berg

Myrna Anderson
Gwen Morrissette

Anita Johnson

Suzanne Grill
Bette Tooley

Joey Nelson

715-553-2038
715-554-7049
715-781-3047
715-554-3785
612-598-8197
701-436-6010
715 553-0262

If you have any prayer re-

quests, please contact any-
one on the list, giving them
as little or as much infor-

mation as you wish. All info
will be treated with respect
and kept confidential.

We start this month with the Theme “Exodus from Slavery to Service” and on Easter Morning it changes to

“God’s Promise of Hope”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On Sunday April 20" Easter “Resurrection” Morning the theme “God’s Promise of Hope” comes in. First has two
banners in the Chancel, they speak of that Life and Hope.

God’s promise of Hope is told to us and to the house of Israel from Genesis to Revelation.

The following verses are just some of the Hope verses, the key verse for these banners and the assurance of God’s
promise is found in the Apostle Paul’s letter to Titus, I have highlighted it below. In fact, Paul’s entire letter to Ti-
tus is about the Hope in Jesus Christ. Even the Apostle Peter tells of the Hope in his letters.

Psalm 71:5 NRSV
For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LorRD, from my youth.

Isaiah 40:31 NIV

But those who hope in the LorD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and
not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.

Micah 7:7NIV
But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lorp, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.

Romans 15:13 NRSV
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Colossians 1:27 NRSV

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Titus 1:1-3 NRSV

1Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of
the truth that is in accordance with godliness, 2in the hope of eternal life that God, who never lies, promised be-
fore the ages began— 3in due time he revealed his word through the proclamation with which I have been entrust-
ed by the command of God our Savior,

1 Peter 1:3 NRSV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

The Altar hangings are White through the seven weeks of the Easter Season leading up to Pentecost Sun, June 8,
2025.

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the
HOPE and Light of Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ,

Steve Jensen



EASTER MESSAGE FROM BISHOP MARTIN

| can still emember the pound of my heart to this day. It was Good Friday in the
year 1995. | was working at Lutherdale Bible Camp as a year round staff and
my task that day was to dismantie the several hundred foot zipline. It was a warm
spring day, but | still experienced the wind that caused the tree that | was
attached to to sway far more than | wanted it to. The tree itself was dying and
thus it could no longer serve as the anchor of the zipline where the platform was.
It was on that platform where youth and staff alike would find themselves
transfemring the rabbit ears attached to their hamess to the zipline that would
lead to the ensuing rush of emotions. As | stood on that platform, connected to
a couple of tree staples with my own rabbit ears, | loosened the hardware that
secured the zipline cable to the tree, bolt by bolt. It was quite a surreal experience.

As | loosened the final bolt, that cable released about a foot away from my face, causing my heart to beat in
a way it has never beaten before or since. The sound haunted me for those few seconds as the cable fell to
the ground about 40 feet below. Once | collected myself, all | could think about was how appropriate it was to
watch the death of the zipline on Good Friday. That element was always the climax on the high ropes course.
It was the final adventure for countiess youth as they experienced the challenges of that course. Just step off
the platform, trust, and fiy!

| was saddened to see that zipline fall. But then | was overjoyed to see it rebuilt in a new and more secure
location! It reminds me of that great Easter spiritual that states, “It's Friday, but Sunday’s coming.” It's the
reminder that we call it Good Friday only because as Christian believers, we know that Easter is coming.
Without Easter Sunday, Friday would have been even more devastating as it already was. Jesus' followers
were lost, confused, and in deep sormmow. Those emotions resulted from the trauma that they were
experiencing. But Easter reversed the pain of that trauma and tumed it into a joyous chorus of “Alleluias”
where we can now see God's almighty power being revealed! We can see how God has power over death
itself and not just for Jesus. God's power to give life to all believers in all times and in all places through the
death and resurrection of Jesus is what brings us joy, hope, comfort, and faith itselft God's power to renew
our lives each and every day through the gift of forgiveness cannot be understated. God's desire to heal our
broken relationship because of our sinfulness indicates the depth of that love, knowing that God so desperately
desires to be with us forever.

That old zipline was a source of joy for so many people. But when contrasted with the joy we can experience
daily, it simply pales in comparison. Friends, live into that joy of the resumrection. Remember the gift that Jesus
embodies that is truly the greatest gift we've ever had - the gift of God's unconditional love. Despite the various
losses that we grieve each year, some that appear to be quite unbearable at the time, remember the gift of
Jesus. We are a resurrection church. We are a forgiven and forgiving people. And we bask in the glory of
God’'s amazing grace.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluial

Bishop Martin
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Holy Week

Worship Services

Sunday April 13th: Palm Sunday: Faith 8:00am, First 9:30am, North Valley 11:00am Pastor Peter
Confirmation at Luck Lutheran at 9:30

Thursday April 17th Maundy Thursday: 7:00pm at First with Pastor Peter

Friday April 18th Good Friday: Worship at Luck Lutheran at 6:15pm “The Good Friday Story”

Sunday April 20th Easter Sunday: 8:00 Faith, 9:30am First, 11:00am North Valley Pastor Neal

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT FEBRUARY 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE: $31,828.92

CREDITS: 6,412.56
DEBITS: 5,863.54
ENDING BALANCE: 32,377.94

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now
reporting monthly beginning and ending balances .
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MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION — APRIL 2025

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan.
The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in
the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.

MARCH APRIL
03-02 — Tom Tellijohn 04-06 — Donna Berg
03-09 — Tom Tellijohn 04-13 — Donna Berg
03-16 — Tom Tellijohn 04-20 — Donna Berg
03-23 — Tom Tellijohn 04-27 — Donna Berg
03-20 — Tom Tellijohn

LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD SHELF: In February, 31 households were served — 58 Adults, 13 Children. 57 volunteer hours.
Donations: Money $5,828. Weight of food coming in 1,346#, (Includes TEFAP, purchased food donations), Weight of food go-
ing out 1,624%#.

Iltems needed: eggs, sugar, mayonnaise, and macaroni..

We are always in need of plastic grocery bags and smaller boxes. We are currently operating with two interim food shelf coordi-
nators. We would like to have a full-time coordinator. We will train people who are interested. We can always use more volun-
teer workers. Please contact Pam Girtz 320-232-7541 email: girtzp@gmail.com

or Gena Bugno nobug115@yahool.com.

Quarter Bowl Offering

Quarter Bowl Offering for March and April is for Interfaith Caregivers.

LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP UPDATED CAMPERSHIP INFO

North Valley WELCA has updated the campership fee amount and will pay up to a maximum
of $400 per person toward the registration fee. The Early Bird Discount was effective if reg-
istered by March 15, 2025, but there are other discounts as well. A code has been set up by
Luther Point to eliminate the deposit fee while registering. Please contact Myrna Anderson
715-554-7049 for the code number. Luther Point Bible Camp brochures/registration forms
are available or check them out online.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP

6:15p.m. Aprﬂ 18
| uck | utheran Church
510 .. Foster Ave.

[ uck, WI

715-472-2605

Special music featuring
the combined choirs of
|_uck [ utheran, North Valley,
First |_utheran of (Cushing, and
I aith | utheran of Palsam | ake

Life and death stand side by side as
we enter into Good Friday. In John's
passion account, Jesus reveals the
power and glory of God, even as he is
put on frial and sentenced to death.

Standing with the disciples at the foot
of the cross, we pray for the whole
world in the ancient bidding prayer,
as Christ's death offers life to all.

We gather in solemn devotion, but
always with the promise that the tree
around which we assembile
is indeed a free of life.

We depart in silence.
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The Crucifcion of Jesus by Poul Oman

"Furgive. them, [Cather, for th:y know not what thnﬂ do.® —| uke23:34



The “Pamajo Project” concert ot 5&. Crolx Falls Fine Arts Center

The Pamoja Project from Uganda:
a concert preview at Luck Lutheran Church!

Cur Confirmation class and OF] youth were
bleszed to welcome the Mizm Ensemble
from Uganda as special guests on
Wednesday night, February 19*". This group

was in our area for a concert at the 5t
Croix Fine Arts Center on Saturday,
Feabruary 22. Four members of the group
stayed with Lourie and Mark Nekon. That's
how the contact was madea with Shawn
Gudmunsen, music teacher in 5t. Croix, for
them to be our guests ot Luck Lutheran

Al ages kearn Ugandon music of Luck Lutheran

All our youth were very excited
by the surpnse cross-cultural
expenence at our church.
Many families were albo able fo
attend the concert in 5. Crox
Falls. At the concert, our youth
could see our new frends in
their national costumes and
learn more about fradhonal
Ugandan instruments. We were
s0 blessed to join fogether in
music from another traditfion, the very root of the
Ugandan “Pamoja Project:” Coming together as one
through music; unity amidst diversity. The kids will . _
remember this opportunity forever. Thank you! These two ,'.'-I"l‘.'rl'ﬂ; are alse from the ’|'.'l"|- cert ot the Fine Arts

Center. Dkello Sam, the group'’s leader, i3 on the left In the
above photo,
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Luck Luthcran Cl‘:urcl'l
Mid—ch‘( | ent Wors%ip:

“T]-;c [:_xodus

"Baby Moses Hidden in a Basket”™ by Paul Oman

This Lenten season we will journey through the Old Testament Book of Exodus.
We will travel with Moses and the Israelites from slavery in Egypt
to the challenges of entering the Promised Land.
We will dig deeper into the steries of God's chosen people losing theirr way
despife God leading them into a new life of freedom.
One of the Exodus stories is being retold in the upper room as Jesus and his disciples gather
for a Passover meal —the Last Supper for Jesus — on the night he was betrayed.

Pastor Mary Ann will create our worship experience around a short video
by pastor and artist, Paul Oman.
This will serve as our inspiration each week as we are “Drawn fo the Word."
Pastor Oman is from Amery, Wi and travels across the world as he shares
the good news of Jesus Christ through his paintings.

Invite your friends and bring the whole family!

WEDNESDAY MID-WEEK SCHEDULE
Congregational supper 5:15—4:10pm
Worship 6:15—7:00pm

¢+ MARCH 12 A New King, Baby Moses, & the Clever Hebrew Midwives
* MARCH 19 God Calls Moses: “Why Me?"

e MARCH 26 Let My People Go!

* APRIL 2 Whining and Wandering - Holy Cow!

* APRIL ¢ The Promized Land: Are We There Yel?

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS EVERY SUNDAY AND ALWAYS AT
9:30.
Children of all ages are welcome!

Quilting has started up again on Wednesday mornings at 9:00.

All are welcome to join, regardless of your sewing/quilting skill level!

In fact, there is no experience necessary to join this group.




