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1 Corinthians 5...19 God put the world square with himself through the Messiah, giving the world a
fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is do-
ing. We're Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men and women to drop their differences
and enter into God’s work of making things right between them. We're speaking for Christ himself
now: Become friends with God; he’s already a friend with you.

The Gospel song, What a Friend We Have in Jesus must come from this text...

All our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry. Everything to God in prayer! The text and
Gospel says to stay in contact with God, bring it onto him, and then share it as representatives so all
will know of God’s friendship and love.

In the beginning of this new year, take this opportunity to testify to God’s love through sharing your
story, how has God impacted your life, where did you know God was taking care of you, what image
do you have of God that can help someone understand, know and love God?

The mission of God is to share the love...and if necessary use words. So our actions are so important!
What actions can you take to assure people know of God’s love? Certainly, be at peace with God, take
time out to settle in His presence, mellow out in his essence...and show that peace to all you meet.

Just like God takes time for you, listens, waits, loves...take that time with one another to be present,
sitting with a welcoming kindness and gentle hug.

Visit, extend, reach out to one another. We are like silos and forget that we do so much better when
we are connected, sharing, and calling on one another to assure all is well. Take time to visit and listen
and be that Friend, just like Jesus.

Make it a mission to seek out someone isolated, angry or disconnected and make them your new best
friend. It is always fun having new goals and this one is God's goal too.

Renew and fill your own energy source up with God with prayer, meditation, silence, Scripture and sit-
ting in God’s presence.

It's a new year, start over seeking new gifts, enliven old ones or just getting to know yourself better by
talking to friends and family to become aware of all the awesomeness God has made in you.
God is indeed a Friend, made known to us through Christ, and calls us to be a Friend too.

Remember, this is a new beginning, each day is a new beginning, start anew in actions with God.
Whether reading Scripture, sharing stories, finding a new friend, or taking time for yourself. God is
walking with you in all that you do...as a Friend who is always there.

Blessings in your new Year with your Best Friend! God!
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' The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign
1-up sheet. Please be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for
| your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.
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:DECEMBER JANUARY
112-05 — Paul & Suzanne Girill 01-02 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
:12-12 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 01-09 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
1
112-19 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 01-16 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins SCAN ME
112-26 — Paul & Suzanne Grill 01-23 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
01-30 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins OUR FINANCIAL REPORT
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: Income for November $6470.14
Local Food Shelves: Juice and canned goods. Any food items are always appreciated.

Expenses for November $8197.24

Thank you for your generosity. Al Arndt. Treasurer

North Valley Vision Statements and Goals

Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable

Acceptance and Community:

e North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to the community at large.
e Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)

e  Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event)

e  Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year.

e  Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open.

e  Coffee Hour, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing.
Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time

Faith:

e North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well as providing options for learn-
ing/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.

e  Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contemporary music bring to service. Wor-
ship Committee to continue planning.

Willingness/Teamwork:

e  As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encouraging all to participate in pro-
grams, training and services.

e Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning. Recruit kids to bring their parents along.

Generosity:

e Asa country church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with financial means and donations of
time, talent and supplies.

e Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with.
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Forming a new Parish- First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, (adapted and forwarded from minutes of joint meeting)

We are looking to open a new chapter in our Faith/Ministry journey. We have for the past few months been in conversation between North
Valley, Cushing, First Lutheran and Faith Lutheran of Balsam Lake about forming a new Parish to do the Mission and Ministry. We have been
given the Great Commission.: Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, North Valley, in all Judea/

Wisconsin and Samaria/USA, and to the ends of the earth.” yrsy,

The three churches entered into this Conversation because alone we could not afford a full time Pastor. As individual churches, we would
struggle to do some of our Ministry/Missions; together we saw an opportunity to support and strengthen one another; 3 cords together are
stronger than one alone.

Here are the summaries of the Conversations we have completed.

Conversation 1: Vision and Mission

As we talked, we found that we are more alike than different and coming together we will help each Congregation to move forward, thrive
and grow. As we talked about a name for the Parish a number of names were suggested. We talked them through and we felt First Faith
Valley Lutheran Parish best described who we were in using all three names together.

The proposed Mission Statement “United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve” takes elements of all three of
our individual Mission Statements uniting us together. Conversation 2: Worship

As we talked about Worship, all 3 Congregations agree that our Worship Services are one of our outward and visible signs of our Faith in the
sharing God’s grace and the love and work his son Jesus. That being said, if the COVID Event has taught us anything. it is that nothing is un-
touchable or stays the same. We were out of our buildings for a while; we learned how to video and use You Tube as well as livestream to
provide comfort and some sense of normal to our members and community. As we move forward, not only as a Parish but as individual Con-
gregations, we will continue to use technology opportunities to offer our membership growth and maturity in their Faith. It allows us to
reach out to others in our communities with the Gospel of the Lord.

We did come up with a calendar suggesting worship times for the next year for the three Churches. It will be a 3-month rotation of 8:00am,
9:30am and 11:00am. The last Sunday of the month will be a joint worship that will rotate each month between the churches. A calendar is
available to review.

We will need to form a joint Parish Worship Team of at least 2 people from each Congregation to assist the Pastor in planning Worship.
Because what is familiar to one Church maybe new to another. We will each need our own worship Committees to plan special worship
events in our own Churches. It is hard sometimes to visualize how this will look going forward but, we have to put our trust in God that we
are following His plan for our three Congregations together as the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish

Conversation 3: Youth Education

As we looked at this question, we realized that our Youth needs to be a priority for each Congregation if we are to thrive and grow. We must
nurture and grow the Faith of our Youth. There are many more opportunities for our youth to participate in today than even 10 years ago.
How do we make “Growing Your Faith” an appealing activity? Kids are social. Remember your youth, you wanted to be with your friends or
others your age not the “adults”. By coming together as a Parish, we provide our Youth with opportunities to interact with other youth out-
side of their usual social circle to make new relationships. Remember Faith is a Relationship! We together can help build those relationships
using all of the opportunities available to us. It has been suggested to have a central location for Confirmation and it was

suggested North Valley as they are in the middle. First is the only Church with ongoing Youth Education and Cushing maybe the best site to
gather the Sunday School.



Conversation 4: Adult Education

We feel that working towards a strong Adult Faith Formation/Education Program would help each

Congregation. While the WELCA groups are strong there is a need to improve the overall Adult Faith Formation/Education Program. By
coming together, we can use the strengths and foundations that are in place now to build Men’s Group and Adult Bible Study.

Conversation 5: Social Justice Ministry and Community Ministry

As we looked at this topic, we found that we all were doing Social Justice Ministry and Community Ministry but hands and finances were
the limiting factors. Each Congregation is involved and visible in their communities and would like to do more.

We still are working on the last 3 conversations

Conversation 6: Staff

Besides the Pastor what staff do we need/want for joint Parish duties?
Conversation 7: Parish Formation Structure

The Parish Council, which is responsibilities for Pastoral contracts to be 2 members of each church selected as soon as possible so should all
go as planned, they can begin making decisions to have a Pastor soon after the approval of all three churches, hopefully Jan 30 vote.

Conversation 8: Parish Formation Finances

How to share the costs; develop a budget, handling payroll and the Pastor’s salary package.

We will have the summaries of the Conversations prepared for review after January 1, 2022.

We will continue to have discussion on Dec 30", Cushing, 6:30 and bring updates for your review. Our goal is to have a joint vote at all
three churches at each Annual Meeting Sunday January 30, 2022 following Worship whether we will enter into this Parish/Ministry Part-
nership.

So be in prayer and conversation about this Parish Formation. For more information please feel free to talk to Don Prose, Bette Tooley,
Suzanne Grill, Bob Dietch, and Tom Telejohn who have attended most of the interactive meetings. Pastor is available also.

Thank you for sharing the Christmas Flowers 2021.

Red 1 THANES

Lyle and Bev Hopkins, In Memory of our parents 0

Red - 1 ﬂ2/ lvl H—lC

Donna Berg, In memory of Stanley and loved ones HCAQT

Red -1

Don Prose, In Memory of Loves Ones Thank you North Valley, for the very
Red - 1 thoughtful Christmas gift!

Tricia Olson, In honor of my mother, Wanda Flanigan | wish all of you blessings of good health
Red' -2 and happiness in the new year!!
Jamie Carlson, In Memory of Chester and Laura Esmond ~Laurene

White - 1

Joey & Mark Nelson, In honor of family
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS

01/01/1965
01/02/1953
01/08/1989
01/13/2010
01/19/2020
01/24/1993
01/25/2015
01/27/2019
01/28/1940
01/28/2018
01/??/1950

01/??/1958

BIRTHDAYS
Kuenkel, Grant
Mabry, Cindy
Olson, Seth
Hansen, Kenny
Olson, Luann
Wagner, Payton
Heilig, Boyd
Nelson, Mark
Stage, Mitchell

Mclintyre, Ruby

Susan Berglund
Cheri Chappelear
Dane Olson

Boe Carlson
Millie Gallatin
Kasey Ouellette
Trinity Krueger
River Olson
Elverna Blomgren
Oaklynn Olson
Matt Saarem

Allen Metcalf

01/02
01/04
01/07
01/07
01/09
01/09
01/10
01/11
01/11

01/16

O'Donovan, Nash 01/16

Hacker, Mary Jo
Ditsch, Bob
Krueger, Trinity
Kuenkel, Aaron
Kruse, Andy

Mabry, Sandy

01/16
01/18
01/24
01/25
01/27

01/31

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

01/08/2010 Todd & Amanda Wagner
01/10/2018 Keith & Heidi Simmerman
01/13/1979 Marvin & Lori Sloper
WELCA

The WELCA raffle drawing was held on December 19, 2021. A
beautiful quilt “Up North” made by Gwen Morrisette was won by
Betty Tisdale; $50 gift certificate to Daefller Meats was won by
Don Prose and an 18” doll with sewn wardrobe by Sue Saarem
was won by Paul Grill. Thank you to everyone for your assistance
in selling the tickets.

We have been praying for...

Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans, Susie Fisk, Randall Krueger,
Amelia McKinney, Maria Morales, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Ped-
erson, Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s part-
ner), Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wag-
ner’s nephew), Rhonda Krueger & Rebecca Kalstad (Randall & Glenda Krue-
ger’s daughter & granddaughter), Carolyn Nelson (Tristan Divine’s mother),
Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson), Mary Pollock

Continued Healing: Scott Divine, Bev Hopkins, Anita Johnson, Carleen Ma-
tosky, Marilynn Nehring

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps)

Send words of encouragement:
Sgt. Tyler Brooks

1846 Darby Dr E5

Florence AL 35630

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:
Home — Teddy Ditlefsen
Comforts of Home — Lois Baldwin

Prayer Chain_

If you have any prayer
requests, please con-

tact anyone on the

Donna Berg 715-825-2312

list, giving them as

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585

little or as much infor-
mation as you wish.

All info will be treated
with respect and kept

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003

Jim & Gwen Morrissette715-825-2318

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785

confidential.
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9:30 WORSHIP

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:30am Worship
Communion
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:30am Worship
Communion 6:30 Church
Council

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:30 Worship February
COMMUNION News!etter

deadline
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30am Worship
COMMUNION
30 31
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Worship Schedule

9:30am Worship
Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvich.org.
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay.

Staff
Pastor D. Sandahl

Cell Phone: 651.442.6770 g
Email: pastor@nvich.org NVLC 2
Church Email: office@nvich.org "
% &
. ) 2 8
Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge ’fo@ Sen i &c

9:00am-4:00pm Tuesdays

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number.

Newsletter articles are due the 3 Sunday of each month.

Bulletin announcements are due Thursdays before 9:00am.

Staff & Church Council

Interim Pastor

Admin. Asst.

Accompanist

Parish Nurse

Custodian

Co-Presidents

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Other Council
Members

W/ELCA Reps.

Youth Rep.

Dorothy Sandahl
651.442.6770

Laurene Edge

Sue Saarem

Suzanne Grill

Kristie Kuenkel

Kristie Wagner
Don Prose

Dan Livingston

Tricia Olson

Al Arndt

Charlie Christen-
sen

Bev Hopkins

Jeff Kruse

Myrna Anderson
Donna Berg
Suzanne Grill
Jan Kruse




