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Worship Schedule 

9:30am Worship All Sundays in October at North Valley. 

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page 

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvlch.org.  
You can also set up giving through your banks 
automatic bill pay. 

Staff   

 
Email: pastor@nvlch.org 
 
Church Email: office@nvlch.org 

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge  
9:00am-4:00pm Tuesdays 
  

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number. 
 

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Bulletin announcements are due Tuesdays before 11:00am.  

 

Staff & Church Council  

Interim Pastor  Neal Weltzin  
 

Admin. Asst.  Laurene Edge  

Accompanist  Carol Medchill  

Parish Nurse  Suzanne Grill  

Custodian  Kristie Kuenkel  

  
Co-Presidents  Kristie Wagner  

Don Prose  

Vice President Dan Livingston  

Secretary  Bev Hopkins  

Treasurer  Tom Tellijohn  

Other Council 
Members  

Charlie Christen-
sen  
Jeff Kruse  
Tom Tellijohn  

W/ELCA Reps. Myrna Anderson  
Donna Berg  
Suzanne Grill  
Jan Kruse  

Youth Rep.   

A publicaƟon of North Valley Lutheran Church 

North Valley Message 
First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish 
1988 220th Ave. Centuria WI 54824   715-825-3559  office@nvlch.org  www.nvlch.org 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR….Yes, we have entered into a new CHURCH year as Advent continues our journey into a 
new lectionary year, the Year A which means we focus our attention on the gospel book of Matthew.  
 
Our worship resource Sundays and Seasons presents Advent with these words, “Christians await the second coming 
of Christ, the parousia, when we believe we will experience God’s reign in its fullness. In the meantime, we live, in 
the words of some theologians, “already, but not yet.” We look for glimpses of the dominion in the here and now. 
The season of Advent readings, are designed to help turn us on to the excitement and anticipation of God’s reign in 
our lives and tune in to the infinite opportunities we have to participate in it. In other words, they want to wake us 
up! 
 
How do we invite our own spirits into the waiting, into getting our hearts ready? Would people make a beautiful tur-
key dinner for arriving friends and then, saying ‘We just can’t wait,’ eat it before they came? Would a bride, so 
anxious to show her friends her wedding dress, wear it to the office?” What does it feel like to wait? How can we 
invite ourselves and one another into the waiting? How can we begin our Advent worship naming the journey of 
getting ready and showing how we wait while the world rushes ahead?” 
 
Christmas worship will be focused on the last weekend in December.  I don’t have details at this writing but Christ-
mas Eve will be celebrated by each church on Saturday, December 24. 4pm at First,  6:00pm at North Valley, and 
8:00pm at Faith.  We will include the traditional lighting of candles along with carol singing to go along with a fam-
ily friendly worship.  Then on Christmas Day North Valley would like to host our parish Christmas worship at 
9:30am. 
 
As we turn the page into a new calendar year and January rolls around there will be a few changes.  Our worship 
times will change as Faith meets at 8:00am, Faith meets at 9:30am and North Valley meets at 11:00am.  These times 
will continue through March. 
 
It also means a change for me.  I have chosen to step aside as your part-time interim pastor. My purpose as an inter-
im was to get you prepared to call a new pastor and I feel that we have accomplished that phase of the parish transi-
tion. With the end of the year arriving it seemed like a reasonable time to make a change.  I am proposing to be a 
supply pastor until you or the synod no longer are in need of my services.  I am willing to lead worship on the first 
and third Sundays so that you will receive communion at that time.  The parish council will work together with the 
individual church councils to provide worship leadership on the other Sundays of the month.  I am also offering to 
continue teaching confirmation on the two Sundays I am already here but, what that might look like is still being 
arranged. I will not come during the week unless needed for a particular reason such as funerals. Thank you again 
for your words of appreciation and the support I’ve received both emotionally and financially.  Thus, it isn’t easy 
but, I think another necessary step in your future ministry. 
 
May God’s presence, peace, and joy bless us now and always, 
 

Pastor Neal                                                                     
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     First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Corner 

December, 2022 

"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve" 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

First of all, Advent and Christmas Greetings everyone!  May your gatherings with family and friends be filled 
with four virtues of the Season, Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. 

 

You may have seen the Pastor Neal’s letter about stepping back as out Interim Pastor and the letter from your Par-
ish leadership accepting it and thanking him. Again I will say many Thanks to Pastor Neal for his service and lead-
ership to us. We also thank him for offing to be our Supply Pastor on the Communion Sundays. 

 

Call Process and Timing: I have been in contact with Pastor Randy Olson of the NW Synod and they still don’t 
have a candidate. If you know of anyone who could help us, do not contact them directly but please let Pastor Neal 
or Pastor Randy know.  

 

In other Parish business we are doing well financially and will continues our $4000.00 each commitment to the Par-
ish account so that when we do get a Pastor we will have the ability to cover those expenses as well as paying Sup-
ply Pastors until that time.  

One thing we did do was voted to pay the Parish Choir Director and the Accompanist/s when they practice and are 
part of Parish Worship staring January 1, 2023. We also will be giving them each a Gift Card for their work this 
past year. 

We are working on the Parish Budget and the Parish Worship Calendar for 2023 and reviewing the Parish Agree-
ment for any changes 

 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be Wednesday Feb 15, 2023 at First-Cushing at 6:30pm 

 

Always remembering that it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE in Jesus Christ showing 
while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.  

 

Yours in Our Eternal Hope, Jesus Christ, 

 Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP 

 

                                                                                                             

December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

4 

8:00 First 

9:30 North Valley 

11:00 Faith 

Sunday School 8:45 

5 

 

 

6 

10a Bible 
Study First 

 

7 

 
 
 
6pm Parish 
Choir PracƟce 
North Valley 

8 

9am make 
lefse at NV 

 

9 

 

10 

5pm service at Faith 

11 

8:00 First 

9:30 North Valley 

 No Service at Faith 

Sunday School 8:45 

12 

 

 

13 

10a Bible 
Study First 

 

 

14 

6pm Parish 
Choir PracƟce 
North Valley 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

8:00 First—Sunday 
School Program 
9:30 North Valley 
Christmas Raffle and 
Children’s Sunday School 
Song  
11:00 Faith  

19 

Newsletter 
deadline 

20 

10a Bible 
Study First 

6:30 Council 
Mtg NV 

21 

6pm Parish 
Choir PracƟce 
North Valley 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

Christmas Eve 
Service 
4pm First 

6pm North Valley 

8pm Faith 

 

25 

9:30 North Valley 
Combined service with 
Faith and First 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

10a Bible 
Study First 

 

28 

6pm Parish 
Choir PracƟce 
North Valley 
 
 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
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BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS                            

12/01/1991 Jared Tunheim 
12/04/2016 Aubree Muzquiz 
12/05/1948 Joyce Wagner 
12/07/1969 Mitch Hopkins 
12/08/2019 Josephine Livingston 
12/08/2013 Jonathon Buss 
12/11/2005 Lexis Olson 
12/12/1943 Verle Hacker 
12/13/2015 Colton Buss 
12/13/1959 Brad Hacker 
12/19/2010 Eddie Reh 
12/19/1993 Katie Hallgren 
12/21/1952 Paul Grill 
12/23/2018 Kaylee Olson 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Fisk, Randi           12/04  
 Melin, Rudy           12/04 
 Egge, Beth            12/07  
 Erickson, Billie      12/07  
 Olson, Dan            12/09  
Woltz, Kyler  12/10  
Christensen, Scarlett   12/10 
Livingston, Dan       12/12  
 Ouellette, Kasey      12/14 
Ouellette, Jaisa      12/14 
 Woltz, Kora   12/15  
Johnson, Anita        12/16  
Kuenkel, Kristie      12/16    
Erickson, Holden      12/19  
Sandberg, Brenton     12/20  
Divine, Scott         12/21 
Metcalf, Allen        12/22  
Morales, Landon       12/23 
Buss, Eric            12/26 
Stage, Jeff           12/26  
Schmidt-Meyer, Ava   12/27  
Odberg, Grace         12/29  
Wagner, Jake             12/30 
Bengtson, Doug        12/31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leif Bever, Cameron Collins, Sephonia Cowans,  Randall Krueger, 
Amelia McKinney, Teresa Studie, Dana Tellijohn, Rick Pederson, Jim 
Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Josiah Draves (Katie Hallgren’s partner), 
Sharon Johnson (Anita Johnson’s mother), Matt Kludt (Kristie Wag-
ner’s nephew), Rhonda Krueger & Rebecca Kalstad (Randall & Glenda 
Krueger’s daughter & granddaughter), Carolyn Nelson (Tristan Divine’s 
mother), Michael Trumble (Krueger’s grandson), Mary Pollock 

Continued Healing: Scott Divine, Carleen Matosky, Marilynn Nehring  

Military: Tyler Brooks (Marine Corps) 

Send words of encouragement: 
Sgt. Tyler Brooks    
1846 Darby Dr E5   
Florence AL 35630 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound:  
Home — Teddy Ditlefsen, Athelene  Simon 
Comforts of Home — Lois Baldwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donna Berg 715-825-2312 

Myrna Anderson 715-825-2585 

Carol Bengtson 715-646-2003 

Jim & Gwen Morrissette715-825-2318 

Anita Johnson 715-554-3785 

 

 

If you have any prayer 
requests, please con-
tact anyone on the 
list, giving them as 
little or as much infor-
mation as you wish. 
All info will be treated 
with respect and kept 
confidential. 
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12/12/2006 Paul & Suzanne Grill 

12/20/1969 Mark & Joey Nelson 

 

 

 

First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday November 15, 2022 8:00pm  

Faith Lutheran Church, Balsam Lake 
“United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve” 

 
Welcome and Call to Order: Joint Congregational Council meeting, President Steve Jensen 

Pastor Neal led with Devotions, he then presented a Pastor’s Report which will be in Council Minutes He has been 
doing Confirmation and Bible Study and had 2 funerals. He then let us know that as of December 31, 2022, he is re-
signing as our Interim Pastor. He stated he feels we are in a good place, but indicated he would be willing to do Sup-
ply Pastor and help with funerals and Confirmation. He will do the communion Sundays.  

Christmas Worship: The Councils met and Pastor Neal indicated he is willing to do 3 services on X-mas Eve. The 
Parish calendar with the worship Times shows 3 Christmas Eve services First-4:00pm, North Valley-6pm, and Faith-
8 pm. We then discussed Christmas Day worship. Don Prose stated that North Valley wants to have it and does a sing 
along service. Because this is the last Sunday in December it would be a Joint Parish service also,   Reminder worship 
times change Jan 1, 2023. 

We did recess for Individual Congregational Council Meetings  

Parish Council Reconvenes-8:00pm 

Secretary’s Report- Minutes from the 8-16-2022 were sent out prior to the meeting. Motion to approve by Bob Rob-
inson, seconded by Don Prose, Motion carried. 

Bookkeeper’s Report:  Liz Williamson presented the financials which were also sent out prior to the meeting. She 
did explain there will be a charge from QuickBooks for payroll of $535.40 which will be split 3 ways.  Current Bal-
ance is $28,311.63.  Motion to approve Bookkeeper’s report by Charles Christensen, seconded by Kristi Wagner, Mo-
tion carried. 

Review the Parish Agreement and Calendar: It is currently under review and not up until end of January 2023.  

Review the Parish Budget: Liz did send out a proposed budget. We are reviewing the budget to the Congregational 
Councils and there was a question about paying the Parish Choir Musicians and Director: Currently the Organist at 
North Valley is being paid $ 80.00 per Sunday, Faith is between $66-75 per Sunday, First is $ 25.00 Organist, $15.00 
piano. These dollar amounts come out of each Churches individual budget but when the Choir performs the Director 
should be paid $ 40.00 per practice and per service and the accompanist $ 30.00 practice and per service. This money 
would come out of the Parish Funds.  Motion made by Kristi Wagner, seconded by Charles Christensen to pay the 
Musicians. Motion carried   This will be effective Jan 1,2023 We also discussed getting an honorarium gift card of 
$100.00 for each of the 2 Musicians who have not been paid in 2022  Motion made by Bob Robinson, seconded by 
Jeanne Jensen .This will come out of Parish funds. Motion carried 

Call Process and Timing: Pastor Neal and Steve spoke about how Steve has been in contact with Pastor Randy Ol-
son of the NW Synod and they still don’t have a candidate. If you know of anyone who could help us, do not contact 
them directly but please let Pastor Neal or Pastor Randy know.  

Oher Business: We reviewed terms of Parish Council: 1 year –can go off but can serve 2 consecutive years.  The 
new Parish Fiscal Year starts Feb 1 and we need to elect Officers and appoint a Bookkeeper. This will be done at our 
Annual Meetings and Liz did agree to stay on.  

Our next Parish Council meeting will be Wednesday Feb 15, 2023 at First-Cushing at 6:30pm  

Motion to adjourn by Charles Christensen, seconded by Kristi Wagner, Motion carried 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted 

Jeanne Jensen FVLP Secretary  

 

 



 

First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish 
PO Box 758 

Cushing, WI 54006 
"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve" 

 
 

November 15, 2022 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
It is with much sadness but with many Thanks that we, your Parish and Congregational Leaders accept the resignation 
of Pastor Neal as our Interim Pastor.  His last day will be Sunday December 25, 2022.  We understand and appreciate 
his reasons for wanting to step back as our Interim Pastor. 
  
We thank him for the Guidance and Leadership he has provided to us. Starting at First then walking with us as we met 
to form the First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish.  During those meetings Pastor Neal provided from his experience why 
and how our three point Parish would work.  He asked us all as he looked at our buildings and programs and Worship 
habits. Are they current and relevant or just because? 
 
Pastor Neal has agreed to be available as our Supply Pastor for the 1st and 3rd Sundays (Communion Sundays) and for 
Funerals.  This means he will not be doing any midweek programs. We will have to find help for Amanda LaBoda for 
Confirmation; Luther Point may be a possibility.  We will need to find other Supply Pastor/s or Lay Leaders for the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays. I asked Pastor Randy Olson from the NW Synod about the possibility of having Seminarians do the 
Pulpit Supply. He will be looking into that. 
 
You ask where are we in Calling a full time Pastor?  I have asked Pastor Randy where we are in this process. He is 
still working on this, there are a lot of opening in the entire ELCA. We need to continue in Prayer for a candidate/s for 
our Parish. 
 
Again, Thank you Pastor Neal. 
 
Always remembering that it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE in Jesus Christ showing 
while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.  

Yours in Our Eternal Hope, Jesus Christ, 

Steven Jensen 

 Steve Jensen, President 
First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish                                                              

MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION – DECEMBER 2022 

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Japan.     The 
cost is $20 per Sunday.   See sign-up sheet.   Please be sure to label your donation as a 
“missionary gift” which may be left in the offering plate.   Thank you for your consideration of 
sponsoring our missionary in Japan.    

 

NOVEMBER      DECEMBER 

11-06 – Paul & Suzanne Grill   12-04 – Paul & Suzanne Grill 

11-13 – Paul & Suzanne Grill   12-11 – Paul & Suzanne Grill 

11-20 – Paul & Suzanne Grill   12-18 – Paul & Suzanne Grill 

11-27 – Paul & Suzanne Grill   12-25 – Paul & Suzanne Grill 

    

PLEASE SIGN UP TO SPONSOR OUR MISSIONARIES. 

Loaves and Fishes Food Shelf:  In October  26 households were served.  44 adults and 8 children.  40 volunteer hours.  Dona-
tions:  428#, Money $100.00.  Items needed:  fresh produce, eggs, shelf milk, pancake mix, syrup, canned meat, canned manda-
rin oranges, apple sauce, dish soap, and personal items. 

Lutheran World Relief 

Thank you for your donations, and thank you to those who helped pack kits for Lutheran World Relief.  We have 47 quilts, 8 baby 
care kits, 50 personal care kits, and 113 school backpacks.   

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who assisted in our Meatball Dinner on October 9.  Lots of hours of planning, purchasing, donations, food 
preparation, and outside Fall decorations.    We planned for 200 meals and were very close to that and our gross proceeds were 
$2269.00. It was chilly weather, but the sun did shine, and your smiles warmed us up.  It was very enjoyable.   

WELCA - Be a Lucky Winner 

Please remember to sell your WELCA raffle tickets and get them turned in. We have more tickets if you need them.   You may 
mail them to the church or drop them off at the church by placing them in the WELCA mailbox, or by sliding them under the office 
door.   

Drawing will be on December18, 2022 after church service. Prizes are a beautiful Christmas Tree Lap quilt sewn by Beth Egge, 
Bonita Leggitt, and Sandra Klepetka, a $100 gift certificate to Daeffler Meats in Frederic, WI, and a $50 gift card to Holiday Sta-
tion.  Best wishes to all!  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

THE GIVING TREE 

Our annual Giving tree is filled with tags!  We are sponsoring 10 families this year and we need 
your help.  Come take a tag of two and bring the wrapped gift back to North Valley by Sunday 
the 18th.  Don’t want to shop but would like to donate money:  I will shop for you.  Please call 
me, Kristie 715-554-3171 or donate to North Valley and specify it’s for the giving tree. 

Together we can make Christmas a little brighter for some local families. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                               
 
 



——————————————————————————————————————————- 

North Valley Vision Statements and Goals                                                                                              

Quantifiable, Relevant, Measurable, Achievable 

Acceptance and Community:                                                                                                                                                                              

· North Valley will seek to love and serve others unconditionally; reaching out to those entering the church and to 
the community at large.  

· Develop a welcoming committee to greet church attendees. (Our logo is welcoming and our church is open)  

· Actively participate in two community events per year (ie. Milltown Fishermen’s, maybe a Christmas event) 

· Publicize and invite the community to a church sponsored event twice a year. 

· Open forum on relevant resolutions of the synod on racism and diversity with an understanding to be open. 

· Coffee Hour, nothing political, not about the news but personal sharing. 
Limit the time, Prepare the group, Announce ahead of time 

Faith:  

· North Valley will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through traditional and contemporary services as well 
as providing options for learning/worshiping beyond the Sunday service.  

· Community publicized Pop-up services, Wednesday alternative worship, Kiddo bags for education, Contempo-
rary music bring to service.  Worship Committee to continue planning.  

Willingness/Teamwork: 

· As part of the body of Christ, North Valley will remain open and flexible to new ideas and approaches; encourag-
ing all to participate in programs, training and services.  

· Make a goal to contact and incorporate one new person in any event before we start planning.  Recruit kids to 
bring their parents along. 

Generosity:  

· As a country church in rural Wisconsin, North Valley will support the community and global missions with fi-
nancial means and donations of time, talent and supplies.  

· Look for a project to draw the community into a relationship, something they need and we can help with. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

Are you getting credited for your church donations?  If you give cash, please put it in any  

envelope with your name on, so you get credit for your donation! 

 

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT OCTOBER 2022 

Beginning Balance:  $10,603.06 

Income for June,           8,560.76 

Expenses for June         7,881.63 

Ending Balance:       $11,282.19 

—Tom Tellijohn, Treasurer 

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now reporting monthly 
beginning and ending balances . 



 

 

DECEMBER 18, 9:30AM 

 

 

On December 18th after church service we will have the kids get up front 
and they will be singing a Christmas song that we will be practicing each 
week.  

Also our Sunday school class will be starting earlier at 8:45am on the up-
coming Sundays 11/27, 12/4, 12/11 so they can practice singing upstairs 
before church starts.  

There will be no Sunday school after Dec 18th for Xmas break, resuming 
it again starting Jan 8th.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See insert for this month’s message from Suzanne Grill 

First Lutheran at 4pm 

North Valley at 6pm 

Faith Lutheran at 8pm 

9:30am North Valley 

JANUARY SUNDAY 
WORSHIP TIME 

CHANGE 

 

FAITH            8:00AM 

FIRST             9:30AM 

N. VALLEY  11:00AM 

 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN THE AREA 
11/28 THRU 12/5:  Operation Christmas at th Polk-Burnett Co-op office during office hours.                   

12/1 thru 12/4:  “Miss Bennet:  Christmas at Pemberley” at Franklin Square  Thurs-Sat 7:30pm, Sun. 2pm 

      715-483-3387 or festivaltheatre.org 

12/2  Frederic—Glory Bound gospel music group Christmas program at Crosswalk Community Church 1pm 

12/3 9am-noon Santa Day at the Cusing Community Center 

12/3  9am-11am  Christmas Cookie Walk at St Luke’s Methodist Church—Frederic 

12/3 & 4 Siren Community Choir Christmas Concert at Bethany Lutheran Church:  Sat 7pm, Sun 3pm 

12/3  St Croix Falls Riverview Holiday on  the library plaza.  11am Santa & crafts; noon dog costume contest, carol-
ers, food at senior center, etc. 

12/10 Falun Christmas Cookie Walk at Trinity Lutheran Church 9-11am 

12/12 Frederic Middle school/high school Christmas Conert  Middle School 6pm, High School 7:15 

           Luck Winter music concert, middle and high school 7-9pm 

12/16 Balsam Lake Christmas Stroll 5-8pm 

12/17 3pm, The St Croix Valley Christian Community Choir presents “Christmas Dreams” at West Immanuel Luther-
an Church Osceola 


