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Worship Schedule

11:00am Worship All Sundays in May at North Valley.

Video Messages can be found on our Facebook page

Offerings can be mailed to the office or given online at nvich.org.
You can also set up giving through your banks automatic bill pay.

Staff
Church Email: office@nvich.org

Admin. Asst.: Laurene Edge
9:00am-4:00pm Mondays

Please notify the church office if you have a new address or phone number changes.

Newsletter articles are due the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Bulletin announcements are due Mondays before 11:00am.

Pastoral Support: Pastor Tamra Harder 715-501-3681
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First Faith Valley Lutheran Parish Ministry Corner
May, 2025
"United in Christ to strengthen our Ministries to adapt, grow and serve"
1 Peter 1:3 NRSV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
“He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed”

We are still in the Easter Season, the 50 days leading up to Pentecost. During the 40 days following his Resurrection Jesus
visited the Disciples numerous times to teach and encourage them for his exit from this world, and his Ascension to the Fa-
ther. It is observed on May 29" this year.

We need to remember that we are on God’s time table. In Acts 1:6-8 at the time of his Ascension Jesus gave this answer about
that time table, ° When they therefore had come together, they asked of Him, saying, “Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?”

7 And He said unto them, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in His own power.
8 But ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Ten days later during the Feast of Pentecost the Ho-
ly Spirit did come on the rush of the wind (Acts 2). Pentecost Sunday is Sunday June 8"; remember to wear Red that
day.

We continue asking when will we see a Pastor or is our 3 point Parish is holding us back, was this best choice? What is the
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin doing for us? These are all valid questions. Remembering that we are human and are used to
things happening quickly! And if they don’t who’s to blame and how can it be fixed and how fast. [ am just a guilty as anyone
about asking these questions and challenging God.

Yes, WE all are increasingly impatient as time goes on. God does answer pray in His time and the answer may be different
than what we were expecting. We are on this Faith Journey together, Hebrews 11:1 tells us “Now Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” And that Journey is a race as the writer in Chapter 12 says “and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us,” (Hebrews 12:1-3)

Call Process —

The Call Committee interviewed a candidate. After that interview they felt the candidate was not a good fit and released the candidate.
The Call Committee at this time will be doing a number of things, including putting together a Parish Ministry Profile. We as Congrega-
tions and Members need to be in Prayer as to how the Holy Spirit speaking to us both individually and as Congregations during this time.
We need to remember that we studied “The Pray Coin” two Lenten Seasons ago; a study of Jesus’s Pray in the Garden of Gethsemane,

here is the key verse! Luke 22:42 nrsv “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be done.” Let’s
make sure we have the last half this verse in mind at all times but especially during this time!

I also ask that we not start or feed any gossip/rumors that maybe going around, if anything STOP them!! Instead Pray for the Holy
Spirit to guide us as well as possible candidates during this time.

While there continues to be a Clergy shortage due to retirements and small Seminary classes in recent years, that does not
mean that our new Pastor is not out there. But while we are praying and watching/waiting we need also to be preparing. One of
the ways to prepare is by continuing to put together a calendar of Ministry projects/events and Worship events that each Con-
gregation in our Parish is involved in by the month for the rest of 2025 through May of 2026 and regularly updating it. This
will be something we can give to the candidates so they can better understand our Parish and Congregations and help us better
plan so that we do not overlap events. We pretty much do the same thing every year. If you are not sure about an event put it in
anyway as a place holder also include Apple River Conference and Synod events. [ need the Worship Committee, the Youth
leaders, Sunday Schools, WELCAs and Congregation Councils to get their calendars in to me hopefully by July 23, 2025 for
the Parish Council meeting.



Our Outreach Ministries-
Our Congregations are doing exciting and great Mission and Ministry work in our Communities. Here are a couple of them

We continue to be excited about the joint Food Shelf Ministry Between Faith Lutheran, Joy Lutheran and Our Lady of
the Lakes Catholic Church in Centuria. The location looks to better serve those in need our communities. While it reduced the
exposure of Faith as a welcoming place to experience God’s love and his people. We can continue that exposure by volunteer-
ing at the Food Shelf. | would encourage anyone from our Parish to volunteer at not only this Food Shelf but others in our com-
munities.

First Lutheran hosted a Red Cross Blood Mobile on April 15" at the Cushing Community Center.

There were 37 pints donated that day, very close to the goal! First members were there to greet and check in the Donors and
then greet them with homemade goodies at the canteen. Everyone says that the reason they come is because of our goodies.
Needless to say goodies will continue.

Yet another example of the exposure of a Congregation of our Parish as a welcoming place to experience God’s love and his
people.

Our Parish Choir for the music they provide not only for us but, they have been going to the Nursing/Extended Care Facilities. And
members from North Valley have been bringing Communion as well.

Our Internal Ministries
Youth Education

We have 4 students from our Parish that were Confirmed. They are Isaiah Morales, Sianah Morales and Gabe Magnuson from
North Valley and Harper Dagestad from First. They were Confirmed with the Luck Lutheran students by Pastor Mary Ann Bow-
man Sunday April 13, 2025, Palm Sunday. They wanted her as she was their instructor for both years. Isaiah, Sianah and Gabe
will be honored/received during Worship Sunday May 1% at North Valley. Harper will be honored/received Sunday May 15" as
part of the Youth lead Mother’s Day Worship at First. As | said in the past it has been a great privilege as your Parish President/
Administrator to be a part of their Faith Journey to watch them grow in their Faith.

Remember even though these young people have been Confirmed and received into our membership we must continue to
Pray for and work with them as they continue their Life and Faith Journey to GROW their Faith in Jesus Christ and his finished
work of the Cross.

Sunday School

Sunday School at First and North Valley have been part of our Worship all year. They are wrapping up for the summer on May
11, 2025.

In other Parish business we are doing well financially and will continues our $1250.00 each commitment to the Parish account so that when
we do get a Pastor we will have the ability to cover those expenses as well as paying Supply Pastors until that time.

Please continue pray for wisdom and guidance for your Worship Team and Congregation Councils and the Parish Council as we
work to strengthen and improve the Ministry of the First Faith Lutheran Parish and Call a Pastor to Shepherd us on this Faith
Journey.

Worship Times for May
8am Faith, 9:30am First and 11am North Valley - First and North Valley Sunday Schools at 9:30am
Our next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday July 23, 2025 at Faith

If you are in need of Pastoral support feel free to contact

Pastor Tamra Harder, 715-501-3681

For other matters call the Church Office; First 715-648-5323, Faith 715-485-3800, North Valley 715-825-3559
You can also contact me as well 715-483-3715(H) 715-557-0382(C)

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE and Light of Jesus Christ
showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ,

Steve Jensen, Pres. FFVLP
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May 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

Church
basement
reserved

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8:00 Faith Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting

9:30 First hoi .

11:00 North VAlley 1pm Choir Practice

Pastor Neal

Communion

9:30 Sunday School

Confirmation

Gronquist Baptism
Church basement

reserved

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:00 Faith Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting

9:30 First

11:00 North Valley 1pm Choir Practice

Pastor Peter

9:30 Sunday School
9:00 Council Meeting
Mother’s Day

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:00 Faith Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting

9:30 First ) .

11:00 North Valley Newsletter 1pm Choir Practice

Graduate Sunday Deadline

Pastor Neal

Communion

9:30 Sunday School

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

9:30 First Office hrs 9-4 9am Quilting
Combined Worship
Pastor Peter

9:30 Sunday School

1pm Choir Practice
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BIRTHDAYS
BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY
Mayo, Liisa 05/01/1956 Dawn Metcalf 05/22/1969
ilcﬁethlef»SRush 8; 8% oo Cash Hickethier ~ 05/05/2002
B:egs?gf-ryusan 03/10/1966 Rush Hickethier 05/05/2002
Simmerman, Keith ~ 05/12/1972 & ANNIVERSARIES Hunter Carl§0n 05/06/2007
Divine. Tristan 05/13/1965 Gwen Morrissette 05/06/1945
Livingston, Krystal ~ 05/16/1994 Cindy Mabry 05/10/1959
Byl, Leo 05/18/2022 Bob Ditsch 05/11/1952
Bengtson, Carol 05/19/1935 Joni Stage 05/12/1963
Kruse, Corbin 05/19/2016 Evan White 05/13/2007
Christensen, Faith ~ 05/22/1994 Cody Woltz 05/14/2006
poplans, Bev O oe Ivy Byl 05/14/2023
son, Viyron Leo Byl 05/14/2023
Valleskey, Courtney 05/22/1999 Anna Moral 05/14/1996
Goulet, Linda 05/26/1951 fiha Mlorales
Stage, Joni 05/30/1961 Jackie Morales 05/14/1996
Woltz, Michael 05/30/1951 Hannah Wagner 05/17/1998
Sarah Hill 05/23/1988
Ruby Mclntyre 05/25/2014
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES Sandy Mabry 05/26/1963
05/07/1988 Scott & Audrev Hickethi Brynna Cox 05/31/2007
cott & Adrey Tickethier Mike Mabry 05/31/1959
05/08/1999 Allen & Dawn Metcalf
05/10/2014 Scott & Tristan Divine
05/22/1976 Don & Myrna Anderson

Prayer Chain
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\\‘

REMEVBERING

(f) YOS

Marilynn Nehring,Jim Dishon (Suzanne Grill’s son), Kevin Jensen (Heidi Sim-
merman’s brother), Carol Medchill, Linda Goulet

Continued Healing: Sharon Johnson, Matt Kludt, Amelia McKinney

Send words of encouragement:
Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Dana Tellijohn, Grace Odberg,
Homebound: — , Delores Anderson, Charles & Cari Mayo

Carol Bengtson, Mary Lundquist, Elverna Blomgren

Donna Berg
Myrna Anderson
Gwen Morrissette
Anita Johnson
Suzanne Grill
Bette Tooley

Joey Nelson

715-553-2038
715-554-7049
715-781-3047
715-554-3785
612-598-8197
701-436-6010
715 553-0262

If you have any prayer re-

quests, please contact any-
one on the list, giving them
as little or as much infor-

mation as you wish. All info
will be treated with respect
and kept confidential.

Themes and Altar Hangings of May, 2025

“Do God'’s Justice”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This month we will have two Themes; the Easter Season Theme “God’s Promise of Hope” through June 8" the Day of Pente-
cost and the banner/theme “Do God’s Justice”.

May is Law or Justice Month and with the Theme “Do God’s Justice” that we are called to ensure that all whether rich or poor,
adult or child receives just treatment according to the law. God calls us to this cause in

Isaiah 1:16-17;

16 “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17learn to
do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.”

“God’s Promise of Hope” we continue this Theme because as children of “Hope” we are called to “Do God’s Justice”.
The following verses are just some of the Hope and Justice verses,

Psalm 71:5 NRSV
For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth.

Psalm 89:13-14 NRSV

BYou have a mighty arm; strong is your hand, high your right hand.'* Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

Romans 1:17 NRSV

Y For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by
faith.”

Hebrews 10:38-11:1 NRSV

3 but my righteous one will live by faith. My soul takes no pleasure in anyone who shrinks back.”*® But we are not among
those who shrink back and so are lost, but among those who have faith and so are saved.

The Meaning of Faith

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

On May 29"™ we remember the Ascension of our Lord when he gave the disciples and then us the Great Commission as record-
ed in Acts 1:4-9 to tell everyone of God’s Great Love for Them and to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit (the
Day of Pentecost) to help with the Great Commission. That Commission is to “Do God’s Justice” and to share “God’s Promise
of Hope” in the Risen Christ.

“While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said,
‘is what you have heard from me; “for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with- the Holy Spirit not many days from

’

now.
The Ascension of Jesus

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ "He re-
plied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. *But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” "When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. (NRSV)

We are still in the White-Easter Season until June 8" the day of Pentecost. The color for the Day of Pentecost is Red for the
fire of the Holy Spirit and for the brave Christian who gave their lives because of their faith. Then the color changes to Green
for Growth.

In remembering and contemplating our own humanity it is “God’s Work-Our Hands” to bring and tell of the HOPE, JUSTICE and
Light in Jesus Christ showing while “Words Matter-Actions Matter More”.

Yours in Our Eternal Light and Hope, Jesus Christ, Steve Jensen



OUR LENTEN JOURNEY:

“THE EXODUS STORY”

Our Lenten journey brought us to Egypt
and the Promised Land as we traveled
through the book of Exodus with the
Israelites and Moses. Every week we
were “Drawn to the Word,"

a video series by local Pastor and artist,
Paul Oman. On April 2", Pastor Paul and
his wife, Janna, joined us for our mid-
week worship. He brought along his 24" x
4’ original painting on canvas of “The
Exodus Story” and gave us scriptural
insights to this amazing story which
inspired his work. Thank you, Pastor
Paul Oman!

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

On Sunday, April 13 Pastor Mary Ann Bowman confirmed
eight young adults as they affirmed their baptism. These
youth are the combined Confirmation class of Luck Lutheran,
First Lutheran in Cushing, and North Valley.

Ma:-,.r blessing to these beloved
children of God as they continue
their faith journey.

Front row: Harper Dagestad = First Lutheran in Cushing; Gabriel Magnuson,
{Pastor Mary Ann Bowman) Isaiah Morales, Sianah Morales — North Valley.
Back row: Mireyo Dietmeier, Logan Lundguist, Grant Johnson, Alec Nagel — Luck
Lutheran,

Reminder: The church service is available to watch on Facebook. By friending the
North Valley Lutheran Church page, you will have access. We apologize for it not be-
ing smooth running but hope things are better now. If you can’t come in person, give it
atry. We’re always trying to improve it. In the event where it doesn’t air, you can see
the service on the Faith Lutheran Church Balsam Lake site.

NORTH VALLEY MAY 4TH
11:00
CONFIRMATION

Gabe Magnuson
Isaiah Morales

Sianah Morales

OUR FINANCIAL REPORT MARCH 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE: 32,377.94

CREDITS: 7996.02
DEBITS: 5119.35
ENDING BALANCE: 35,254.61

To provide a broader picture of church finances, we are now
reporting monthly beginning and ending balances .
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Mission of
and Social %
Action
MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTION — MAY 2025 V/

The missionaries we are now sponsoring are Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke in Ja-
pan. The cost is $20 per Sunday. See sign-up sheet. Please be sure to label your donation as a “missionary gift” which
may be left in the offering plate. Thank you for your consideration of sponsoring our missionary in Japan.

APRIL MAY

04-06 — Donna Berg 05-04 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
04-13 — Donna Berg 05-11 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
04-20 — Donna Berg 05-18 — Lyle & Bev Hopkins
04-27 — Donna Berg 05-25 — Don & Myrna Anderson

LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD SHELEF: In March, 37 households were served — 66 Adults, 15 Children. 59 volun-
teer hours. Donations: Money $100.00. Weight of food coming in 2,068#, (Includes TEFAP, purchased food dona-
tions), Weight of food going out 1,946#.

Items needed: eggs, sugar, mayonnaise, and macaroni.

We can always use more volunteer workers. Please contact Pam Girtz 320-232-7541 email: girtzp@gmail.com or
Gena Bugno nobugl 15@yahool.com.

Quarter Bowl Offering

Quarter Bowl Offering for May is for Prayer Shawl Ministry.

GRADUATION SUNDAY — May 18, 2025

We will be honoring our High School Graduates during church service at 11:00 am service on May 18, 2025 and
please join us for coffee prior to the service. Those students include: Hunter Carlson, Brynna Cox, Kaden Hallgren-
Draves, Jordan Olson, Kaylee Olson, Ashleigh Simmerman and Evan White. If we have inadvertently overlooked any-
one, please let us know.

LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP

North Valley WELCA has updated the campership fee amount and will pay up to a maximum of $400 per person to-
ward the registration fee. The Early Bird Discount was effective if registered by March 15, 2025, but there are other
discounts as well. A code has been set up by Luther Point to eliminate the deposit fee while registering. Please contact
Myrna Anderson 715-554-7049 for the code number. Luther Point Bible Camp brochures/registration forms are avail-
able or check them out online.

Worship
Schedule

FAITH—S8:00AM
FIRST CUSHING—9:30
NORTH VALLEY—11:00

May 4" - Pastor Neal

May 11 — Mother’s Day - Tim Jergeson — Lay leader - 8am Faith - 11am North Valley — First
9:30am Sunday School/Youth Lead

May 18 — Pastor Neal

May 25 — Pastor Peter — Parish Worship — First
June — Pastor Neal Off

June 1 — Pastor Peter

June 8 - Julie Dunn - Lay leader
June 15 — Pastor Peter

June 22 - Julie Dunn - Lay leader

June 29 — Parish Worship 9:30am - First -Outdoor Service w/the Joy Lutheran “The Good Neigh-
bors Ukulele Circle” Lay Lead/Pastor?
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Relearning
the Fine Art of

Doing Nothing
Slacking off once came easy.

How I resurrected the youthful
habit of hanging loose.

By BOB BRODY

Wy, ECADES AGO, firstasa
| | boy, then as a teenager
g 3 and later as a young
™ man, I excelled at doing |
nothing. My mastery of idleness
bordered on genius. I could easi-

Iy lie on a beach all summer long
without budging, much less feel
guilty about it.

But my attitude about slacking
off shifted violently in my late 30s.

I now had a wife and two children
to support. Suddenly I grew a
conscience and belatedly adopted
an operative work ethie. From that
moment on, I rarely took my foot off
the gas pedal, my eye always on how
to propel myself toward better jobs and bigger salaries.

Jump cut 35 years. I moved from New York City to
southern Italy. I now live in an ancient hillside town
that specializes in easygoing. Almost nobody ever walks
fast here. Even chance conversations are rarely rushed.
You can hang out in a café for hours without the waiter
giving you a dirty look. Nationwide, too, many Italians
customarily take a midday break of around a couple
hours, often involving pasta and wine followed by rest.

Accordingly, because I'm now 72, I wish to bring
myself full circle and learn anew how to practice the
exquisite art of il dolce far niente, which literally means
“the sweetness of doing nothing.” This philosophy has
practically been trademarked by Italian culture. It means
slow down enough to come to a standstill,

Il dolce far niente enables us to indulge in embracing
the smallest, simplest pleasures of life. It could mean
daydreaming under an apple tree in the countryside
or sipping frothy cappuccino in a café while watching
people parade past.

So now I'm, in effect, on a quest to become a little
more like an Italian. Just one problem: I'm American, not
Ttalian, Plus, I lived for 46 years in New York City, where
I developed a decidedly New York City metabolism. In
short, I'm wired to think, act and work American,

I quickly discovered, as an American expat and

ILLUSTRATION BY RYAN JOHNSON

avowed workaholic, how hard it can be to take it easy.

Certainly I've tried. I've stared spellbound at our
newborn grandson sleeping sweetly in his cradle. I've
stopped cold in my tracks on a walk just to admire grapes
ripening in the sun. Now and then I'll take a deep breath
and savor the surrounding silence, stillness and solitude.
In zoning out, I get away from irall and just let myself
be. I forget myself long enough to find myself all over
again. Such moments of peace reacquaint me, if briefly,
with the carefree abandon I once took for granted in my
youth.

But by now my aversion to lollygagging is visceral.
I still work every morning and afternoon. (I have no
plans to fully retire, even though I can afford to tap my
brakes.) I study Italian, hike up into the hills with our
dog and kick around a soccer ball with our 5-year-old
granddaughter, Lucia. And so il dolce far niente persists
in eluding me.

5till, 'm determined to get the hang of hanging loose.
I intend to set aside a few minutes every day to unclutter
my mind and daydream and cut my thoughts free like a
kite catching a high wind. I'll try to take my time before
time takes me. Only if [ unplug can I ever truly expect to
reconnect.

Boh Brody, 2 consultant and essayist, is the author of the memoir Playin;[ ;
Catch With Strangers: A Family Guy (Reluctantly) Comes of Age.
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EASTER BINGO
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9:30.
Children of all ages are welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS EVERY SUNDAY AND ALWAYS AT

Quilting has started up again on Wednesday mornings at 9:00.

All are welcome to join, regardless of your sewing/quilting skill level!

In fact, there is no experience necessary to join this group.




